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Looking to the Future
The Library is more active and
buoyant than ever with more
and more people coming into
Jubilee House to make use of
our fabulous collection, or to just
browse around. We will be
forever indebted to our
wonderful friends and
supporters for making it
possible. Not least is the support
we receive from Salford City
Council who have, once again,
managed to preserve our annual
grant which makes so much
difference to us.
Whilst we firmly believe that the
Library belongs to the
movement as a whole, its day to
day management and strategic
direction rests with our 18
Trustees. The Library has made

a quantum leap forward and so
with that is a need to assess the
skills, experience, knowledge
and expertise needed to take the
Library to the next level.
We have been successful with
another Heritage Lottery Fund
bid, this time to engage a
‘mentor’ to assist the Trustees to
examine the current attributes
and identify those lacking and
needed if the Library is to
consolidate and progress.
We are having discussions with
the City Council about revised
extended lease arrangements
which provides possibilities for
building extensions and more
badly needed space. We want to
expand our collections and

The Annual Frow Lecture
'Wait While You & I Get Our Books Together'
Ruth and Edmund Frow
and
The Making of the Working Class Movement Library
Kevin Morgan, University of M/c,
Friend of the Frows,
and Trustee of the WCML

2.00pm Saturday
6th May 2017
Old Fire Station
Crescent, Salford

provide more working class
education. We want to put
WCML more firmly on the map
than it is now.
To do these things well will
need highly committed and
competent Trustees. The ‘Skills
for the Future’ grant will enable
us to objectively identify what
strengths we already have and
what gaps need filling. Here’s to
the future!

Subs Due
A reminder to those individual
Friends of the Library who don’t
pay their subs by standing order.
Come the new financial year in
April your annual Friend’s
membership falls due.
Once again we haven’t changed
the rate because we don’t want to
exclude anyone from being a
Friend on the grounds of ‘can’t
afford’. So our subs are still £10
waged and £5 unwaged. We
know that if Friends can afford
more they’ll give a little more.
Having said that we still have
Friends who have received ‘Shelf
Life’ for the last 12 months but
contributed nothing which does
cause a bit of a strain. So please,
help us if you can, please do it
now before you forget.

From
The

Collection
The World Starts to Shake
Not quite the John Reed ‘10
Days That Shook the World’ of
the Bolshevik Revolution of
October/November (depending
on your use of calendar) 1917,
but the beginnings of it.
It’s just 100 years since
February/March 1917 when the
working class and troops in
Petrograd revolted against
shortages of food, a dictatorial
and reactionary Tsar, and
catastrophic war losses. Tsar
Nicholas II was forced to
abdicate bringing to an end 300
years of Romanov dynasty. A
bourgeois Provisional
Government was established
countered by the formation of

the Petrograd Soviet of
Workers’ and Soldiers’
Deputies. The struggles for
power over the following
months had their outcome in
those events later in the year
that truly did change the world
forever.
The happenings in Russia were
not received lightly in the
capitalist west and very soon
plans were being drawn up to
stifle the socialist embryo in
anyway possible.
As pressure mounted so did the
response of the working class in
Britain. In January 1919 a 'Hands
Off Russia' Committee was
founded at a conference called
by the London Workers'
Committee. Speakers at the
conference included Sylvia
Pankhurst and many other
prominent socialists. 350
different organisations were
represented by 500 delegates.
A demonstration held in the
evening in support of the
campaign was so well
attended that two overflow
meetings were held.
WP Coates was elected as
secretary and continued in
that post until his death in
1963. Coates was a member of
the British Socialist Party
(BSP), and its successor the
Communist Party of Great
Britain (CPGB), as were a
number of other activists in

the organisation.
President of the Committee was
Albert Arthur Purcell, who was
also involved in both the BSP (in
Salford) and the CPGB, although
he left the Communist Party
shortly after its foundation. He
was a member of the Trades
Union Congress General Council
and in 1929 returned to
Manchester where he was
elected as secretary of the
Manchester and Salford Trades
Council.
Other notable figures in the
organisation included Tom
Mann and David Kirkwood of
the Amalgamated Society of
Engineers, and Willie Gallacher
of the Clyde Workers'
Committee.
The Library's collection consists
of Anglo-Russian Parliamentary
Committee pamphlets and
Hands Off Russia Committee
leaflets and pamphlets. One
pamphlet by WP Coates, entitled
‘Why Russia should be
Recognised’, was published in
early January 1924, just one
month before the United
Kingdom formally recognised
the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics on 1 February 1924.

Anniversaries to Remember
Those Fighting Fascism
February marked the 80th
anniversary of the battle of
Jarama when many thousands
lost their lives fighting fascism

in Spain. In dedication to the
many International Brigaders

who died, amongst them
Oldham born speedway star
Clem Beckett, a new play by
Neil Gore, ‘Dare Devil Rides to
Jarama’ about Clem,
and his comrade in
arms Christopher
Caudwell, is presently
circulating. Two
performances at the
Library played to full
houses, and if you get a
chance to catch it in
your area don’t miss
the opportunity.
With the rise of the
right across Europe and
increasing intolerance
towards those not
perceived as the same
as ‘us’ the play is a
timely reminder of what
people like Clem fought
and died for. How easy it would

be to forget and fail to see the
same ugly face of fascism
stirring again.

Protesting for a Better Life
As we, particularly in the
Greater Manchester area, start
the build up to the 200th
anniversary of Peterloo in 2019 it
is easy to forget that
demonstrations and
agitation had started
somewhat earlier.
200 years ago this year,
this month March in
fact, a protest was
planned to petition the
Prince Regent in London
about the poverty and
plight of the working
class of Lancashire. The
idea was to march from
Manchester and swell
the ranks of marchers on
the way. Not unlike the
much later unemployed
marches of the 1920's
and 1980's. Known as

the ‘Blanketeers’, because each
marcher was to carry a blanket
as an indication of their trade as
weavers, they set off from St
Peter’s Field on 10 March 1817.

The same St Peter’s Field that
became infamous for mass
slaughter less than 30 months
later.
Despite a massive supportive
send off the authorities had
other ideas and the last
strands of the march reached
no further than Derbyshire
before being forced to give up
after repeated violent attacks
from cavalry, including one
fatality.
The venom shown towards
the marchers can quite clearly
be seen from this poster
published at the time. Shades
of the Thatcher government
shown 170 years later and not
far short of that which has put
the 2016 Trade Union Act on
the statute books.

Trade Union Support
What would we do without the
magnificent support of all our
friends. Our trade union friends
have come up trumps again on
the last quarter with over £8,000
being donated to the Library.
National donation were
received from GMB, their biannual payment of our energy
bill, and Unite, their payment of
our catalogue maintenance
contract. Beyond that we have

had support from regions and
branches of ASLEF, the Bakers
Union, CWU, GMB, NASUWT,
NUT, UCATT, UNISON and
Unite. And of course trades
councils who are always
supportive with donations from
six of them. Once again thanks
to you all, and don’t forget this
amazing resource is here for
you and your members to use.
Just get in touch and ask.

International Women’s Day
On the 4th March we celebrated
International Women's Day. A
lively audience first heard a talk
by Marika Sherwood on the
remarkable life of Claudia Jones.
She was born in Trinidad in
1915, her parents took her to the
US as a child where she grew up
and was subsequently
imprisoned for her political
activities and deported to the
UK. She was an outstanding
communist, feminist, peace
activist, orator, journalist and
one of the founders of the

Notting Hill Carnival. She died
in 1964 and is buried next to
Karl Marx in Highgate
Cemetery.
Marika was followed by Peggy
Mulongo, from Salford
University, who spoke about
her work on female genital
mutilation (FMG) and women's
rights. Peggy is co-founder of
the charity NESTAC The New
Step for African Community,
which has been established to
support Africans and
immigrants,
particularly those
living in the North
West of England.
The event was part of
Wonder Women 2017,
a Manchester wide
feminist festival, held
from 2-12 March, to
celebrate the
suffragette movement
born in this area and to
begin a countdown to
the centenary next year
of women first winning
some kind of vote.

Courting
Controversy
We landed ourselves in a bit of
controversy when we invited
journalist Julie Bindel to speak in
February about her experiences
as a lesbian growing up in a
working class area of the North
East of England.
Julie’s controversial views on
certain subjects led to thousands
of messages on Facebook and
attempts to ‘no platform’ her and
get us to cancel the event. We
were determined not to give in
to some very nasty internet
bullying and thankfully the
support we received far
outweighed those to the
contrary.
On the day everything went off
without incident and the few
protesters who turned up even
enjoyed our customary hospitality
with a friendly cup of tea.

How’s This For
Support
During the furore we received
many messages of support,
including this touching one from
a person who didn’t leave their
address so we can’t write and
thank them. But if you do see
this - thank you, it meant so
much to us.

Peggy and Marika with Trust Chair, Maggie Cohen
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