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Cuba Si
We were honoured in July to
receive a visit from the Miami
5's René González and Gerardo
Hernández, during their recent
tour of this country. Arranged
by the North West Region of
UNISON, they managed to fit in
an hour or so at the Library
during their hectic schedule and
were most impressed.
We managed to sort out some
items that we thought would be
of particular interest to them,
including very miniature
editions of the ‘Communist
Manifesto’. Given the links
between Marx, Friedrich Engels
and Manchester we had to
include a bit of a local flavour
and so had on display a copy of
an 1851 census return for 70

Great Ducie Street,
Salford showing one of
the occupants as Frederick
Engels, merchant.
Of particular interest to
them were copies of the
Morning Star’s forerunner
the Daily Worker. We had
several laid out showing a
more Cuban sympathetic
coverage of the 1962
missile crisis. If friends
didn’t know the Library
has almost a complete run
of both the Daily Worker
and the Morning Star if
you ever need them to do
some research.
René and Gerardo were
also most impressed

Studying the ‘Daily Worker’ along with
Trust Vice-Chair Eleanor Lewington. The
headline read ‘End the Blockade Now Hands Off Cuba’
when we produced the Autumn
2001 edition of Cuba Solidarity
Campaign’s ‘Cuba Si’ headlining
the launch of the ‘Free the
Miama 5' campaign in this
country.
There wasn’t a lot of time to do
a detailed tour of the Library,
but, as with most visitors, they
were particularly impressed
with our collection of Thomas

Question?
Holding up the Spanish Republican flag that flew over Broadcasting
house in Madrid during the Spanish Civil War. It was taken down as
Franco entered the city and brought to Britain by YCL member Jimmy
Shand and presented to the Library in 1986. The careful way in which
René and Gerardo folded up the flag, and the reverence shown, was
quite moving.

Which MP was featured in the
Autumn 2001 edition of ‘Cuba Si’ as
having signed up for the CSC Cycle
Cuba Challenge for 2002?
See back page for answer.

From
The

www.leedspostcards.co.uk

Collection
Postcards
So now it's summer we thought
we'd tell you about our postcard
collection. The collection covers
postcards old and new, a large
majority of which are
campaigning in nature. Most of
the postcards are blank, but
others have messages on them.
Some are from people on
holiday, but others are more
prosaic. Two plain cards from
the same person, but
presumably written at
difference times merely say
'gone' and 'back'.
We do have quite a number of
more 'conventional' postcards
showing scenes of various
foreign locations, the majority of
which are of the Soviet Union.
A recent find is a lovely velvet
covered album of Russian

A Sign of the Times

A view of Salford showing the former
Agecroft Pit and Power station, both long
since demolished.
The site of the power station is now a
privately run prison.

postcards showing various
buildings, the Moscow metro,
drawings and photographs of
the pavilions in the All-Union
Agricultural Exhibition, which
opened in 1939, and
other scenes.
Of course no collection
of postcards would be
complete without the
output of Leeds
Postcards. Leeds
Postcards started
production in 1979 in
Leeds – hence the name.
The postcards are
(according to Leeds
Postcards themselves )
“oppositional, activist,
feminist, challenging, a voice for
the oppressed, impressed, or
simply pressed”
Many iconic images have
found their way on Leeds
postcards over the years,
including Peter Kennard's
photo montage of
Constable's Haywain,
complete with Cruise
missiles, the famous image
of a woman being attacked
by a police officer on
horseback during the battle
of Orgreave and Karl Marx
in a Santa hat.
They are still in business
today and have produced
over 1000 different
postcards, as well as sets of
postcards and greetings
cards. If you want to see
what they are up to go to

Some of the postcards are more
poignant. Another recent
discovery shows a young man in
uniform standing in front of a
window, with his cap on a table
beside him. On the back it gives
the name and address of E
Wareham, with the message
'Killed at Givenchy, May 1918'.
A bit of research on the internet
finds that he was Rifleman Elias
Wareham, 19, from Pontyclun in
Wales who was killed at the
battle of Hazebrouk on 3 May
1918. He is commemorated at the
Loos memorial, but does not have
a marked or accessible grave.

Other postcards are humorous
and one that might have
resonance today, especially for
our readers in the south is one
showing a group of railway
workers discussing excuses for
late running trains.
The collection is not yet fully
catalogued, but it is sorted and
ready to be consulted by anyone
interested in postcards.

The Forgotten Olympiad
It would be very remiss of us not
to mention the 80th anniversary
of the start of the Spanish Civil
war when the nationalists led by
General Franco rebelled against
the democratically elected
Republican government.
Thousands of Spaniards lost
their lives as well as those of the
many international volunteers
who sacrificed themselves in the
fight against the fascist
insurgents. Several activities in
memory of the fallen are taking
place during the year so we
thought, in the year of the just
completed Olympic Games,
we’d have a little look at one of

the lesser known events that
were sacrificed with the Franco
invasion.
Fascism was on the rise in the
1930's and Hitler’s Berlin was to
host the 1936 Olympic Games.
The Spanish Government of the
Popular Front decided to
boycott Berlin, recognising it as
what it was, a show case for the
fascists, and host a ‘Peoples
Olympiad’ in Barcelona. The
games were to take place in July
1936 but on the eve of the
opening ceremony Franco and
his fascist hordes invaded the
country and the civil war begun.
Consequently the games were
cancelled and
never
resurrected.
The Library has
very little
material on the
games but we
thought it was
still important
to record that,
despite the
political
appeasement
prevalent at the
time one
government
was prepared
to stand up

To learn more
about’Olimpiada Popular’ why
not come along to the Library
on 28th September at 2.00pm
to hear a Ray Physick talk
about it as part of our season of
Invisible Histories talks.
Like all in the series it’s free of
charge. So come along if you can.

As users of the Library will
know we have a large amount of
material originating from the
conflict in Spain, particularly
relating to the involvement of
the British contingent of the
International Brigade.
To remind our friends we still
have available copies of the book
‘From Manchester to Spain’
written by the late Bernard Barry.
Bernard was a very dear friend of
our founders Ruth & Eddie Frow
and wrote the book in memory of
close comrades who went to Spain
and never returned.

against the gathering storm.
Whilst now known as the
‘Forgotten Games’ the Spanish
people have not forgotten and
this summer saw a celebration
and exhibition to celebrate the
lost event. Library volunteer and
friend Stuart Walsh was invited
over by Carles Vellejo Calderon
the son of one of the 1936
organisers. He can be seen here,
3rd from left, with a group of
Clarion Cyclists surrounding
special guest of honour 96 year
old Alfons Canovas. Alfons was
to have taken part in the Games
as a swimmer but instead took
part in the war against fascism
as a soldier.

Trade Union Support
We are forever grateful to trade
unions for the support it gives to
the Library. Particularly when
we consider that donations
coming from the length and
breadth of Scotland, England
and Wales means that many of
you will never have visited the
Library. It just shows that the
ideas we stand for are alive and

Kenny recommended just
fabulous support to us.

well within the movement.
In the last quarter we have
received over £10,500 from you
led by the half yearly payment
of our energy bill from the
GMB. We hope very soon to
that the new General Secretary,
Tim Roache, will be able to pay
us a visit and see just why Paul

We have also received a
substantial national donation from
CWU and from regions and
branches of CWU, GMB, NUT,
RMT, UCATT, UNISON and
Unite. Plus four Trades councils,
two of whom Berwick TUC and
Lancashire CATC make. a regular
monthly standing order to us.
Again, thanks to you.

Thank you For Remembering Us
A solicitor's letter arrived in the
Library the other day that
brought back some very
pleasant memories of one of
the early friends of founders
Ruth and Eddie Frow, Len
Goldstein and of his wife Mary Lou.
Len Goldstein was a lecturer in
Shakespearean studies at
Humbolt University in East
Berlin and he had been friends
with Ruth and Eddie for years ,
often staying with them in

Kings Road and in Jubilee
House.
Len had an extensive library in
Berlin and had expressed the
desire for the collection to be
housed in the Working Class
Movement Library when he
retired.
Unfortunately the library was
far to Shakespeare based and
had too many books in German
to be suitable for WCML and
with Len insisting that the

collection must remain intact
with no ‘cherry picking’ the
offer, regretfully had to be
rejected. Shortly after Len’s
death in 2012 his library was
taken in by Glyndwr University
who have created a new library
to house it.
Mary-Lou survived until earlier
this year and her fond memory
of the Library led her to leave us
£5000 in her will.

Answer

For Your Diary - All in the Library
Black History Month
Lou Kushnick talk on ‘Racism &
Working Class Struggle’ Tuesday
4 October at 2.0pm

Museums at Night
On Tuesday 27 October at
6.30pm.
Featuring ‘Battle for the Ballot’
with singer-songwriter using
original songs to tell the story of
the fight for the vote, and Jennifer
Reid singing broadside ballads
from the Manchester region.

Sweet
Responsibility
On Thursday 3 November at
6pm
Written by Charlotte, Delaney,
daughter of Salford writer
Sheila, the play retraces an epic
pan American rail journey first
taken by mother Sheila in 1972.
Members of MaD Theatre will
read the play ‘Sweet
Responsibility’ and Charlotte
and historian Selina Todd will
discuss the life of one of Salford’s
most famous daughters.
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