Shelf Life
The Newsletter of the Working Class Movement Library

Issue No. 50 Spring 2016

Phew, Safe Again
Totally unexpected given the
enormous cuts forced on local
authorities by this government.
We fully expected our annual
grant from Salford Council to be
no more. It is with great
surprise and relief that the
budget/cuts proposals, out for
public consultation at the time
of writing, don’t make any
mention of the Library. This
means that our annual grant of
£22,872 appears to be safe for
another year.

It’s great to know that the
Council recognises the
importance of the Library and
continues to have confidence in
what we are doing to promote a
working class perspective on
the world.
Without the grant things would
start to get a little
uncomfortable. Our current
expenditure exceeds our income
by some £20,000 a year which,
thanks to bequests, is just about
manageable for a few years.

The Annual Frow Lecture
“A New World
in Our Hearts”
Anarchism &
the Spanish
Civil War

Our thanks to the City Mayor
Ian Stewart and all the
Councillors who have given
their support. Ian is standing
down in May, we wish him well
and hope his successor is just as
supportive as he has been.

Subs Due
A reminder to those individual
Friends of the Library who don’t
pay their subs by standing order.
Come the new financial year in
April your annual Friend’s
membership falls due.
Once again we haven’t changed
the rate because we don’t want
to exclude anyone from being a
Friend on the grounds of ‘can’t
afford’. So our subs are still £10
waged and £5 unwaged. We
know that if Friends can afford
more they’ll give a little more.

Richard Cleminson
(University of Leeds)
outlines and critically
assesses the anarchist
political and cultural
contribution to social
progress in the 1930s and
anarchist participation in the
revolutionary period of the
Spanish War.

Loss of the grant would cause
real headaches.

2.00pm
Saturday
7th May
2016

Old Fire Station, Crescent, Salford

Having said that we still Friends
have received ‘Shelf Life’ for the
last 12 months but contributed
nothing which does cause a bit
of a strain. So please, help us if
you can, but please do it now
before you forget.
We have produced a new
Friends leaflet and enclosed one.
It would be great if you could fill
in any bit you haven’t done
previously. See if you can sign
someone else up with it.

From
The

Collection
Political Cartoons

The idea of the political cartoon
is not a new one. Here at the
Library we have cartoons dating
back to 1791 as part of our
collection of political cartoons,
which encompasses the works of
Cruikshank and Gillray in the
late 18th century, right up to
today and the work of Steve
Bell.
Our earliest cartoon is a framed
coloured print with the title The
Volcano of Opposition. Published
on 16 May 1791 by W Holland,
it’s about a famous quarrel
between Edmund Burke and
Charles James Fox in the House
of Commons on 6 May.
Apparently Fox charged Burke

with inconsistency in having
previously supported the
American rebels and numerous
reforming causes, while Burke
accused Fox of stage-managing
his friends' hostile manoeuvres
against him. At the height of this
emotional exchange Burke
pronounced their friendship at
an end. Fox, tears and all, urged
him to reconsider, but made
matters worse by expressly
condemning Burke's
Reflections”.
The two men were never
reconciled and Burke even
refused to see Fox when the
latter came to visit him when he
was dying.
In all, the
Library holds
around 60
framed
cartoons. One
of those by
George
Cruikshank
(notice the
signature in
the bottom left
hand corner) A Free Born
Englishman - is
dated 19 April
1813 and

shows a man with his mouth
closed by a large padlock. It is a
satire on free speech and
taxation. Another, by James
Gillray, is entitled Tom Paine's
Nightly Pest. It is dated 10
December 1792 and shows
Thomas Paine dreaming about
his up-coming trial for libel for
publishing The Rights of Man.
The library also has more
modern cartoons, but these are
more likely to be found in the
books of specific cartoonists’
work, such as Steve Bell and
Brian Homer's Chairman Blair's
Little Red Book (itself a satire on
Quotations from Chairman Mao
Tse-tung, more commonly
known as the Little Red Book) or
Tony Hall: A Lifetime in Cartoons
– a commemorative collection of
the political cartoons of Tony
Hall who died in 2008.
Other items in the Library's
collection are scrapbooks of
cartoons that have been collected
together by individuals. One
such item is a scrapbook with the
title Political cartoons of all leading
political parties of historical events
during the years 1915 to 1938
inclusive. It contains a large
number of cartoons taken from

UpRising
We were delighted to welcome
a group of enthusiastic young
people from Manchester
UpRising to the Library in
February. UpRising is a UKwide youth leadership
development charity which
aims to address the problem of
unrepresentative power by
equipping young people with
the attributes needed
(knowledge, skills, networks,
confidence) to realise their
potential. Before their
workshop with a trainer on
using research in developing a

strong case for a campaign, they
enjoyed browsing a range of
material from the library on
topics like gender inequality,
poverty and immigration. The
journal Votes for Women was a
particular focus of awe and
delight!
The photo was taken by Lorna
Easterbrook, a film-maker who
was in the library that day
recording interviews and taking
pictures for a short photo film
about the Library - more about
her process at

www.pottedfilms.com.
We very much look forward to
seeing the result.

No Power On Earth
‘I am deeply convinced that the
men of the enemy nations are as
one with me in the Universal
Brotherhood of Man. It would be
an outrage to my moral
convictions for me to kill those
who are compelled by their
governments to fight in a quarrel
which is no more theirs than
mine. No power on earth can
make me a soldier’. Words from
a drama production specially
commissioned by the Library.
Written by Sue Reddish and

It’s Queer Up North
A well attended audience
welcomed Helen Smith, a
Lecturer in Twentieth Century
British History at the University
of Lincoln to our LGBT History
Month event. Expanding on her
thesis ‘A study of northern,
working-class men who desired
other men in the period, 18951957’ Helen delved into the lives
and loves of working class men
in the north throughout the
twentieth century. Throughout

her research she uncovered
many stories that had been lost
and because of this, gave an
alternative history of same-sex
desire.
She was ably accompanied by
Mike Joyce, ex-Smiths
drummer, who has more
recently been developing his
acting and reading career - not
least by kindly appearing in
Library fundraisers.

acted by Joel Parry the play is a
very moving personal account
by Salford teacher James Hindle
Hudson of his experiences as a
conscientious objector during the
First World War. The play was
premiered in Salford Art Gallery,
and then performed in local
schools before finally being given
two showings in Jubilee House.
It was a new venture for us but
proved to be a very powerful
way of getting an important
message and perspective across.

Trade Union Support
Support from the unions is still
strong, despite the pressures
put on them by a hostile
government. The last quarter
saw almost £5,000 coming to us
from all over England, Wales
and Scotland. Special thanks to
GMB for continuing to cover
our energy bill. It was initiated
by recently retired General
Secretary, Paul Kenny after a
visit. We wish him well in his

future campaigning and send
greeting to his successor Tim
Roache.
On the theme of visits Matt
Wrack, FBU’s General
Secretary, made a return visit
to us and soon after a further
four figure donation from the
firefighters was BACs’d to us.
Thanks indeed Matt. It will be
the centenary of the birth of the

Firefighters’ union in 2018 and
Matt is anxious to make sure it
doesn’t go unnoticed, so look at
for the celebrations in two years.
Hope it doesn’t get
overshadowed by the TUC
150th.
We also received support
nationally from the Musicians’
union and regions or branches of
ASLEF, CWU, GMB, NUJ, NUT,
RMT, UNISON, Unite, and five
trades councils.
Once again thanks to you all.

Coming Soon
This year we celebrate the
150th anniversary of the
formation of Manchester &
Salford Trades Council.
It had its first meeting in
September 1866 and two years
later called the first national
'Congress of Representatives of
Trades Councils and other
similar Federations of Trades
Societies’ to be held in the
Mechanics Institute in
Manchester. In future years to
be known as the TUC.
We are lucky in the Library to
have a copy of the original
notice of meeting for the first

Trades Council. Trade Societies
were summoned by a
provisional committee who
had William H Wood as
secretary and Samuel C
Nicholson as Chairman. Both
were officers of the Manchester
Typographical Society.
We will be holding a
celebratory exhibition in the
Library from May onwards.
Manchester Trades Council
will be holding a May Day
Rally in the Mechanics Institute
on 30th April and we will have
a stall there showing some of
our related material.

Fishing in the
Dustbowl
An afternoon of fundraising
entertainment at 2pm on 5th June in
Peel Hall, Salford University with Will
Kaufman and John Conolly performing
work songs from the Woody Guthrie
and John Conolly songbooks, with a
soupcon of Ewan MacColl thrown in for
good measure.
Will is recognised as ‘the authority’ on
Woody Guthrie and John is an
internationally recognised
singer/songwriter. Those who’ve seen
them perform for us before know just
what a treat’s in store.
Ticket details at www. wcml.org.uk/events

Remembering Mary Barbour
And well worth remembering.
What better way to celebrate
International Women’s Day.
Social reformer, rent strike
leader, women's peace crusader
and pioneering woman
councillor, Mary Barbour was a
really immense influence on
working class action in Glasgow
in the early years of the 20th
century. A lively audience heard
a well informed talk on the
struggles and activities of Mary

from Catriona Burness who has
done extensive research into her
life. A glowing example from
whom we can learn so much
today.
Putting things in a modern
perspective the gathering also
heard a contribution from Karen
Bosson, North West Regional
Women’s Secretary of the
Communication Workers' Union
and member of the TUC NW
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Women's Committee, on current
women trade unionists'
campaigns in our region.
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