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Voting For Change
Given the recent interest in the
election for the new Labour
Party leader we thought you
might be interested in recently
acquired documents dating back
to the beginnings of the rolling
out of the political franchise to
the masses.
Out of our Heritage Lottery
Fund ‘Collecting Cultures’
money we have made a number
of interesting purchases, including:l A rare and most unusual

archive of election material from
1835, detailing the expenses of a
Lincolnshire Tory candidate,
Thomas George Corbett,
including amounts spent on
alcohol, tobacco and wagons to
get his voters to the hustings.
The arrival of the archive just

More details of our new
acquisitions are on the Library's
online blog, www.wcml.org.uk/blog

before the General Election was
opportune enough. But in
researching Corbett's
background, in order to create a
display of the archive papers,
we unearthed an even more
curious coincidence. He turns
out to be the great-great-greatgranddad of none other than
Samantha Cameron... This
'angle' meant our exhibition
made it into The Times!
l A copy of the 1832 Reform Act,
which was a first step in Britain's
journey towards having a
democratically elected parliament
– although it excluded most
working class people, and totally
excluded women. It did give MPs
to newly expanded industrial
towns like Manchester and Salford
for the first time [see image].

New Banner
Created by banner-maker Ed
Hall for ballad singer Jennifer
Reid, the banner is based on
that of the Wigan National
Charter Association which
was among those which
greeted the Chartist leader,
Peter Murray McDouall (or
M'Douall) on his visit to
Manchester in 1840, following
his release from prison in
Chester. It was one of several
carried in procession from
Stevenson Square to Cross
Lane, Salford on 15 August.

site of what is now the Working Class
Movement Library, it is described in
the journal Northern Star for 22
August 1840 as 'the most triumphant
demonstration in favour of the
principles of the Charter it was ever
our lot to witness. The Crescent,
which is a magnificent street,
presented, as far as the eye could
reach, a dense mass of human beings;
while, as the processions went down
Chapel-street, the windows, the roofs,
the lamp-posts, every point from
which a view could be obtained, were
seized upon with the greatest avidity'.

As the procession marched
back into Manchester, past the

And we are delighted to display the
banner here at the Library.

From
The

Collection
Fighting Fascism
The Library holds a large
collection of fascist and antifascist material, consisting of just
over 360 pamphlets and leaflets,
around 85 journal titles and over
200 books. The print collection
is complimented by items such
as posters, photographs, badges,
mugs and t-shirts.

A large part of the collection
deals with the growth of fascism
in the 1920s and 1930s, and the
fight against it, but a significant
proportion relates to the later
anti-fascist struggles of such
organisations as the Anti-Nazi
League and more recently Hope
not Hate.
Inevitably we have quite a lot of
material by and about Oswald
Mosley and the various fascist
groups he was involved with.

In contrast to Mosley the Library
holds the papers of Benny
Rothman, who is probably best
known for his part in the Kinder
Scout Mass Trespass, but he
was also a tireless anti-fascist
campaigner. In 1933 he attended
a fascist rally held by Oswald
Mosley in the Kings Hall at Belle
Vue in Manchester. Benny was
late to the meeting as he had to
work that day and turned up in
his overalls, with a collection of
anti-fascist leaflets hidden in the
front. In an account he wrote of
the meeting Benny says: “I
leaned over the rails [of the
balcony] and asked the
Stockport boys to keep the
stewards off me for as long as
possible, and then stood up on
my seat. I took the [anti-fascist]
leaflets from under my overalls
and scattered them in a wide
semi circle in front of me. […]
Blackshirt stewards in the region
were literally fighting to get their
hands on me, and their feet too.
I was knocked to the ground
where I curled up in a tight
ball protecting myself from
the blows and kicks. Two
or three stewards picked
me up off the ground,
dragged me to the top of
the stairs of the balcony
and then pitched me over.
Luck was with me that night.
Instead of hitting the ground I fell
on top of an over zealous
Blackshirt steward, breaking my
fall and saving my neck.”

We also have a small collection
of papers of Hermann Elhert, a
German anti-fascist activist and
refugee who was interned in the
UK during World War Two.
Hermann Ehlert fled Germany
in 1933 aged 21 and settled in
Manchester, working as a tutor
in technical German at the
University of Manchester. In
1937 he went to fight in the
Spanish Civil War. He was
wounded at Brunete in July 1937
and returned to Manchester in
September 1938. He was
interned in Huyton prison camp
on Merseyside as an enemy alien
in late summer 1940. He was
also chair of the Free German
League of Culture in Great
Britain (Manchester Branch). He
returned to the German
Democratic Republic in 1946 and
died in Dresden in 1976.

Where Did I Read This?
Read this and see if you can
guess where you think you’ve
read it recently. (Answer over
page)

The Tory Attack On Trade
Unions, Why Can’t They
Be Honest?
The Government is about to table
its anti-Trade Union and anti
Labour Party Bill.

Finding their own class and the
political theory that defends it
falling into greater and greater
disrepute, through its inability to
make the nation run sweetly and
smoothly, instead of facing their job
and trying to run the country, they
set themselves to the problem,
"How can we cripple the machine
that our political opponents use to
criticise, fight and defeat us?"
This is a confession of
their own failure to do
their work as rulers. It is
their business, which
they are elected and paid
to do, to run this
country, to see that all
the people are fed,
housed, and clothed,
suitably employed under
decent conditions, with
a sense of security that
their material needs are
satisfied, not merely at
the moment, but as far
as they can see ahead.
That is a minimum
output from government
that the country has a
right to demand. If they
fail in these primary
duties, and the people

In July, the Library welcomed the
Manchester and Merseyside Morning Star
supporters at the finish of their 3rd
edition cycle ride challenge from Bradford
to Manchester. This included visiting
Oldham (starting point of one of the
marches to Peterloo), and Droylesden,
birthplace of Harry Pollitt, CPGB General
Secretary.
We had on display the Daily Worker of
June 1960 with Harry’s obituary, material
on Peterloo, and a range of Clarion leaflets.
The Clarion Cycling Club grew out of the
distribution network of the Clarion
newspaper launched by Robert Blatchford
in 1891.
So the 10 strong Morning Star “peloton”,
with their back up team, continued an old
tradition of cyclists’ support to socialist
newspapers!

are discontented and express their
discontent, they must not whine
and blame others. They must blame
themselves.
Intelligence anticipations indicate
that the new anti-workers'
legislation will contain:a) Interference with the political
levy, so that all trade unionists are
exempt from paying it unless they
specifically desire to do so.
b) Interfere with the trade union
and political rights of civil servants.
c) Interfere with mass picketing.
d) Clauses to make general strikes
illegal.
e) Clauses to make trade unions
libel at law.
The Labour Movement can face
with very great confidence that the
new conditions created will impose
on us greater effort and sterner
determination to surmount our
difficulties. If the legislation has this
effect it won’t be the first time in
Labour history that the schemes for
its undoing became the next step to
success.

Crossing the
Finishing Line

Farewell
Andrew

Trade Union Support
Another bumper quarter in
terms of financial donations
from the trade union movement,
led by the magnificent half
yearly payment of our energy
bill by GMB amounting to over
£4,000. We have received
contributions from national
union Community and branches
or regions of CWU, GMB, NUJ,
NUT, RMT, UCATT, UNISON
and Unite. We mustn’t forget of

course the tremendous support
with get from Trades Councils
and CATC’s with 6 of them
showing solidarity from their
limited funds.
We know we keep saying it, but
please organise a branch visit,
we promise you won’t be
disappointed.
Once again, thanks to you all.

Coming Soon
Guernica
in
Manchester
re-representation
2nd Oct - 13th Nov
On Tuesday 20 October at 2pm
Marika Sherwood will give a
talk on The forgotten war:
World War I in Africa to mark
Black History Month.
France and Britain wanted to
take over Germany's colonies in
West, South and East Africa.
The wars were fought almost
exclusively by many thousands
of African troops officered by
Whites. Especially in East
Africa, the devastation was
enormous. Germany lost, so the
French and British empires
were enlarged. Did Africans
gain anything?

By Manchester artist Tim
Dunbar, a drawing project
exhibition based on an
investigation into the
circumstances surrounding the
exhibition of Picasso’s Guernica
in a car showroom in
Manchester in the first two
weeks of February in 1939.
Drawings have been informed
by reference to the Manchester
Foodship for Spain archive
material at WCML, and eye
witness accounts of the
Manchester Guernica.
Tim will be giving a free talk at
the Library about his work on
Wednesday 28 October at 2pm.

Answer: You haven’t, unless
you’ve been in the Library to
read the New Leader from 1927.
It’s taken from an article by
James Maxton MP written for
the 1st April edition.

Working Class Movement Library

Readers may recall that in order
to maintain strong links with
Salford University we have a
Trustee seat set aside for their
representive. Ever since we
created this place it has been
occupied by Andrew Cooper
who has done an excellent job
championing the Library within
the University.
Unfortunately for us Andrew
has decided to seek out pastures
new and so this month he
started in his new job as
Associate Dean at Leeds Beckett
University, meaning that we will
lose him as a Trustee.
We will, of course, be having
discussions with the University
about a replacement, and if
they’re half as good as Andrew
they’ll be alright.

Radical Readings
Mark 2
A date and time for your diary.
Sunday 22nd November 2015 at
2pm. Why is it important? - well
it's the date for "Salford Stories
and Radical Readings II".
Following last year's sell out
success Maxine Peake, Sheila
Hancock and Mike Joyce will be
here again and are to be joined
this time (so he swears this year)
by Christopher Eccleston. There
may even be some music.
Keep a look-out on the
web site for details of
booking arrangements.
If last year is anything to
go by, you’d better be on
the ball and book as
soon as you can.
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