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We Can, And Will, Win Together
That was the message delivered
by TUC General Secretary,
Frances O’Grady, to the 6th
Annual Frow Lecture.

barons it's important to have an
honest dialogue about what went
wrong and more importantly
how we can put it right.

Despite a last minute change of
venue because of an industrial
dispute at Salford University we
had another roaring success.
Frances delivered the Lecture to
a large appreciative audience in
the Mechanics Institute,
Manchester, the home of the first
Trades Union Congress in 1868.

Frances was quite clear that
Tony Blair was wrong to say
that Labour lost because its
policies were too left wing. Any
Labour manifesto worthy of the
name, she argued, should be about
building homes, raising wages and
protecting the NHS. That's what
she called real aspiration.

Referring to that first meeting
Francis emphasised that she
was a great believer in learning
from trade union history but
firmly against nostalgia. In the
aftermath of the general election
we need to consider the
direction for the Left and unions
in a twenty first century when
both capital and labour have
taken on a very different shape.

We must tackle the root causes
of inequality, and that means
governments must be ready to
intervene and shape markets for
the social common good, from
tackling climate change, to
cracking down on corporate greed.

She argued that we need to
nurture a new left politics, that
takes into account the stark
realities we face with an
economy that is failing the
majority of the working class,
disenchantment with
Westminster politics and the socalled political class, and the
marginalisation, even
demonisation, of working class
communities and our
organisations.
After a shattering general
election which was a terrible
day for us, but great news for
bankers, tax dodgers and media

Perhaps the key lesson for the
Left is that fragmentation
always favours the Right. We
need to build broad alliances
with people who share our core
values of solidarity, equality and
collectivism, making common
cause for the common good.
In the long run, she believes
that our destiny, as workers, is
in our own hands. From Mary
Macarthur to Bob Crow, from
Jim Larkin to Jack Jones, the
movement has always been at
its best when we have educated,
agitated and organised. From
TUC campaigns on ‘Britain
Needs a Pay Rise’ to industrial
strategy and tax avoidance have
led the way even over the past
difficult decade. Over the

course of the next parliament,
Frances is confident we can keep
up and add to that momentum.
Her parting call was to not sit back
and let others write our story.
The journey ahead will be long and
difficult, but the struggle for
equality, fairness and justice
remains as urgent and vivid as ever
The Labour Party, Trade Unions
and new campaigning groups
cannot do it on their own, but
together we can and will win.

used against the
Luddites in 1812.

From
The

Collection
As readers of Shelf Life will be
aware the library holds a wide
variety of material and this
includes a large and varied
collection of objects.
A majority of the items are
commemorative in nature and
include such items as a teapot
stand commemorating the
opening of Blackpool Cooperative Society's central
premises in 1935 and two
ceremonial trowels from the
Manchester Branch of the
Operative Bricklayers' Society,
which may actually be finials for
a banner.
Other items are presentation
items, such as a decorated conch
shell inscribed "Ramesvar
Amtown Communist Party Unit
presents this to prominent
communist R Palme Dutt, and a

pipe inscribed “Presented to Jno
Fairclough by his fellow
members of the Flatteners'
Union St Helens
1896”. The
Flatteners' Union
was probably
one of a
number of
small glass
makers'
unions based
in St. Helens,
Merseyside.
There are a
number of
sculptural items in
the collection
including three large
wood sculptures by Sol
Garson, a Manchester based
Communist, a bust of Harry
Pollitt and a bust of Tommy
Jackson reading a
book which sits in our
Irish Collection room.
We also have items
that would have been
used in people's
working lives,
including a miner’s
lamp, a stevedore's
hook and a wooden
Constable's baton
reputed to have been
If you took the advice from the
above you’ll perhaps notice that
we have a new web site. It went
live on 1st May and we hope it’s
better and easier to navigate. You
can also access it via smart phone

The collection
also includes
more sinister
items. We
have a black
37mm rubber
bullet and a
cream
coloured
cylindrical
plastic
bullet as
used by
British troops in Northern
Ireland. Most
sinister of all we
have a
(decommissioned
) landmine that
was presented to
Peter Heathfield,
general secretary
of the National
Union of
Mineworkers
when he visited
Hanoi in Vietnam.
And finally, on a lighter
note, we have a number of
games and jigsaws, including a
game called Class Struggle,
which is a variation on
Monopoly with extremely
complicated rules about how to
play, and who can and cannot
win – based on their class,
gender, race and level of
disability.
All the items have been
catalogued and most of the
catalogue entries are
accompanied by a photograph.
Especially interesting is the
wood carving of Karl Marx. Do
a simple search of our catalogue
for wood carving Marx and you
or tablet. There are also plenty of
places where you can add
comments. Your views on the
new site and how we can
improve on it would be very
much appreciated.

Whilst spending some time
sorting through Eddie Frow’s
material volunteer Mike Luft
came across a Social Democratic
Party (S.D.F.) membership card
issued in 1910 to a H. Hobson of
Longton Staffordshire. The
inside has obviously been
adapted for use as an
impromptu autograph book at
some meeting or event.

Spot the Who’s Who of 1910

A close examination of the
signatures reveals a veritable
who’s who of the socialist world
at the beginning of the last
century. Have a close look and
see how many you can identify.
There are one or two we’re not
sure of, so let us know how you
get on.

Spirit of '45
from warfare to welfare
An exhibition in the Library until 25 September
Following the end of the Second
World War the people of Britain
elected a Labour Government. It
was a landslide victory based on
a commitment to a strong
welfare state and the public
ownership of our energy

supplies and utilities. The
exhibition recall the
achievements of that
government, explores what
remains, and perhaps begs us
to consider whether a similar
agenda might just be the thing
to argue for again today.

operative Film Archive’s Song of
the People. Details at
www.wcml.org.uk/events

The exhibition will be
complemented by three talks, by
historians Francis Beckett, Pat
Thane and Keith Flett, and by a
screening of the National Co-

Cartoon Corner

Diary Dates
A Hundred in One Hundred Minutes
Songs, poems and tales from 100 years of working
class struggles – a fundraiser for the Library, in
the Library, with ballad singer Jennifer Reid and
Manchester University’s Michael Sanders Price
£10 - tickets to be booked in advance by emailing
trustees@wcml.org.uk

Keir Hardie Centenary Conference
Saturday 26 September 2015 10am to 4pm
Keynote Speaker: Professor David Howell,
University of York.
£20 waged £7.50 unwaged
More details at www.wcml.org.uk/keirhardie100

Trade Union Support
Without including the Unite
donation referred to below the
Library received a magnificent
£7,496 from trade unions in the
last quarter. We really
appreciate that you appreciate
the value of the Library to the
movement. This time we have
received support from unions

nationally at Advance, BECTU,
CWU, NUM and the PFA. The
latter has greatly increased its
annual donation following a
visit from Chief Executive
Gordon Taylor, thanks for that
Gordon. We also received
support from regions or
branches of CWU, GMB,
NASUWT, NUT, UCATT,
UNISON, Unite and USDAW.
Along with 11 trades councils
and CATCs.

Great news for us at the library
was Unite’s decision to very
kindly agree to meet the future
cost of our business rate charges,
imposed on us for the first time
last year. They have also agreed
to finance an annual
maintenance contract for our
catalogue management system.
Chief of Staff, Andrew Murray,
paid us a recent visit and was
obviously impressed with the
Library enough to make a
recommendation of continuing
support. A special thanks to you
Andrew.

Once again thanks to you all.

Thank You Tommy
A long standing Friend of the
Library sadly passed away
recently after a lengthy illness.
Tommy Walmesley, who had
been an active trade unionist in
various forms of the
Engineering Union all his life,
always thought of the Library,
and not long before his death
was able to visit us and view
Given the
friendship
between our
co-founder
Eddie Frow
and Jimmy
Miller, and the
fact that he was
born in Salford, it
would have been remiss
of the Library if we hadn’t
celebrated the 100th anniversary
of the birth of socialist singer
and songwriter Ewan MacColl.
A well attended gathering in
Peel Hall, across the road from
the Library, heard actors David
Crellin, Mike Joyce and Maxine
Peake take us along an oral

copies of his Communist Party
election leaflets and hear his
late father, Arthur, on audio
tape.
When making a will he also
thought of us and as a result
the Library is £10,000 better off.
Thank you Tommy.

journey through his life via
extracts from the writings of
Ewan and others close to him.
They were joined by the
excellent
John Conolly
singing a
number of his
ballads. If you
closed your
eyes you’d
have thought
Ewan had
come back
and joined us.

Just as in this bit of space on the page
there are eight hidden gems in the
Greater Manchester area, including
the Library that have banded
together for joint promotion
amongst the museum and gallery
visiting public. Amongst others
included are The Pankhurst Centre,
Cheetham’s Library and Elizabeth
Gaskell’s House.

our secretary Royston Futter.
A most enjoyable afternoon
indeed for all there.

The whole
event was
choreographed
and fronted by
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