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Council Grant Secure for 2015/16
We’re pleased and relieved that
Salford City Council has agreed
to continue giving an annual
grant to the Library for 20152016. This is despite having £30
million of cuts forced on them
by Central Government
‘austerity’ policies. This is
obviously a measure of the
regard the Council has for the
Library and its commitment to
securing a working class

perspective to our
understanding of history.
All too often the establishment‘line’
ignores the struggles and
sacrifices that working people
have had to make to secure
some sort of democratic toe hold
in our society and gain
improvements to their living
and working conditions.
At every stage the establishment
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has sought and still does seek to
block progress and deny us a
knowledge of our own history.
Thankfully Salford Council
understands and has clearly
indicated its desire to support us
financially for as long as it can.
Many thanks to the Mayor, Ian
Stewart, and all the Councillors
who showed their continuing
confidence in the library..

Subs Due
A reminder to those individual
friends of the library who don’t
pay their subs by standing
order.
Come the new financial year in
April your annual Friends
membership falls due.
Once again we haven’t changed
the rate because we don’t want
to exclude anyone from being a
Friend on the grounds of ‘can’t
afford’. So our subs are still £10
waged and £5 unwaged knowing
that if Friends can afford more
they’ll give a little more.
The response to last years
appeal has been terrific, but we
still have nearly 100 friends
who have not paid their subs
this year so far, but we still have
the cost of sending ‘Shelf Life’
to you.
So please, help us if you can, but
please do it now before you forget.

From
The

Collection
Frontline Theatre
Founded in 1986, Frontline was
an educational theatre company
operating in North West
England and Ireland. It was,
according to the company itself,
“an anti-racist, anti-sexist
company of African, Irish, West
Indian and English cultural
workers. Its cultural and
educational work developed
through music, theatre, writing
and design. The company was
opposed to all forms of
exploitation and works to
examine the causes of and
solutions to racism and sexism.”
Frontline: Culture and
Education, as it became known,
ran workshops with youth
groups in Greater Manchester.
The workshops focused on
issues important to young

company, correspondence and
financial information. There is
detailed information about the
workshops and performances,
including photographs and
programmes. There are also
posters advertising various
productions.
We also have information about
the Quantum Theatre Company
which was established prior to
Frontline by Dan Baron Cohen.
The company aimed to deal with
issues of unemployment

people, and were structured
around producing a play at the
end of each workshop.
One of the series of workshops
focused on Len Johnson, an
English professional boxer in
1920s-1930s. Len was never
allowed to fight for a
professional title because the
colour bar was not lifted in the
United Kingdom until 1947. He
stood as a Communist candidate
for Moss Side East six times
between 1947 and 1962. The
play, Struggle for Freedom was
the outcome of the workshops.
The Salford Youth Performance
Project spanned three stages.
Each stage involved a workshop
and a production. The
productions were Time Will
Tell, Strike or Starve, and
Thatcher's Children. The Library
was used to rehearse and
perform Strike or Starve, which
was about the 1911 general
strike in Salford.
The Stockport Youth Project
workshop focused on the
Spanish Civil War 1936-1939.
The outcome of the project was
Apprentices of Freedom, which
was originally devised to be
performed at the Library in
April 1988. It subsequently
went on to tour the Greater
Manchester area.
The Library’s collection contains
information about the
development and running of the

amongst other social issues in
North West England and the file
contains a profile of the Theatre
Company and its aims, as well as
a company list, production
meeting minutes for 1985 and
correspondence promoting the
company and its production of
Human Canon.
The collection also has material
on Derry Frontline which was
formed in 1988 by Dan Baron
Cohen and Lucky Morris with
Bogside Sculptors to launch the
'Inside Out project'. There is a
variety of material including
correspondence, project reports,
a script for Inside Out, press
cuttings and pamphlets.

Welcome Lindsey
Readers will recall that we
reported in the last issue of
‘Shelf Life’ that our Library
Assistant Sam had secured a
full time job elsewhere. We
haven’t let any grass grow
under our feet and are pleased
to announce the appointment
of his successor.
Lindsey Cole was previously

employed by Bury College, not too
far away from us, as a Library
Resource Assistant. Lindsey has a
background of working in libraries
and when this job in a specialist
Library, particularly one with such
an exciting collection, came up she
couldn’t resist applying.
We’re pleased to have her and
hope she stays for a long time.

More Bequests
We are extremely lucky in
having such wonderful
Friends, who not only think of
us when they are around but
also plan for our security after
they’ve gone. We are indebted
to the late Jonathan Carritt
who left us a substantial sum
in his will which means that
along with previous bequests
the future of the Library is
reasonably secure. Our annual
spending still exceeds our
annual income but thanks to

the generous thoughts of people
like Jonathan we are able, in a
controlled way, to cover the
shortfall and continue to develop
the objectives of the Trust.
We are also grateful to have
recently received a £3,000 cheque
in memory of the late Sally
Mitchell a life long campaigner for
the left, peace, equality, and
African liberation. We have agreed
with Matthew Simon, the donor,
that the money will be spent on an
agreed project in Sally’s
memory.

Collecting Cultures
You will recall that we have a
HLF grant, along with the
People’s History Museum, to
assist in the purchase of new
acquisitions.
One of our first purchases is a
copy of a letter sent by the
Chartist Ernest Jones in 1850
from the Westminster House
of Correction to the Home
Secretary, Sir George Grey,
about prison conditions.
Another is an 1878 Punch
cartoon collection of which
this is one. It is from 1847 and
depicts public cynicism
towards politicians’ promises.
With the antics of present day
mainstream politicians it seems
some things never change.

Where Your
Money Goes
We have been asked by a trade
union branch for a bit more
information on what we spend
your donations on. Not an
unreasonable request. So here
below are the main cost
headings that we use and the
amount spent this last year
under each of them. This only
covers our core or essential cost,
but there are always others like
this year we have spent a
further £15,000 on upgrading
our IT systems. Others are
always on the horizon. We hope
this is helpful to you all.
Staffing
Building Costs
Administration
Auditor
Insurance
Postage
IT
Publicity
& Promotions
Telephone
Equipment
Miscellaneous

£76,000
£23,500
£350
£1,380
£850
£2,000
£500

Total

£110,730

£3,300
£350
£1,200
£1,300

Trade Union Support
The support we receive from the
movement continues unabated.
Trade unions recognise that
learning from the past is
important to the understanding

of the politics of today, and
learning from the past is what
the Library’s all about. In the last
quarter we’ve had donations
from unions nationally at GMB

and PCS along with regional and
branch support from CWU,
GMB, NUJ, NUT, RMT, UCATT,
UNISON and Unite. Despite
limited funds eight trades councils
and CATCs have also been able to
make donations. All together a
total of almost £7,000. Once again,
a big thank you to you all.

Unity is Strength
On 14th February about 70 people
packed into the Library's Annexe
to hear Mike Jackson, cofounder, with Mark Ashton, of
Lesbians and Gays Support the
Miners, and Dai Donovan of the
Neath, Dulais and Swansea
Valleys area of the National
Union of Mineworkers to talk
about their activities during the
1984/85 Miners' Strike. and the
lessons they have carried
forward to our present struggles.
A fitting event as we approached
the 30th anniversary of the
ending of the strike.
Mike and Dai gave warm,
personal accounts of the

solidarity which
developed between the
miners deprived by
Thatcher of their union
funds and branded as
'the enemy within' and
the supporters of
LGSM who daily
experienced unfair
laws and police
harassment. If Mike
and Dai hadn't needed
Mike & Dai with Trust Chairperson Maggie Cohen
to leave for a showing
support group People Like Us
of the film 'Pride', the
describe their talk as being 'truly
audience would have kept them
exceptional', 'moving' and
talking for at least another hour
'inspirational'. Everyone will be
or two.
pleased to know that Mike and
Members of the Stockport LGBT
Dai have offered to come again.

Have Your Say - At the Annual Meeting of Friends
The Trustees want to
involve our Friends
more in the way the
Library is run and in the
activities we get
involved in. Of course
you can always write to
us or send an e mail, and
we try to keep you
abreast of things
through ‘Shelf Life’ but

Including the
opening of our
exhibition ‘
'The Spirit of '45'

we think it would be a
good idea to meet you
face to face. So we have
decided to hold an
annual meeting for all
our Friends and
supporters so that you
can hear, first hand,
what the Trustees have
been up to, and equally
importantly, so that you

can have your say. We
think the best time for
this is after the Trustees
AGM in April, but, of
course we are open to
other suggestions.
We hope you will be
able to get along to the
first annual meeting.

You Are Invited to Attend the First Annual Meeting of
Friends of the WCML
To be Held on Friday 1st May at 2.00pm
In the Library Annexe
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