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Year End Cheer
Radical Readings
To paraphrase the old
Hedgehoppers Anonymous hit
November was a good news
month for the Library.

special thanks must go to our
secretary Royston Futter for
putting together the programme
and organising the whole thing.

The most satisfying was the
‘Radical Readings’ fund raising
event held in the Maxwell Hall

We were hopeful of selling 300
tickets but when the clamour for

Thanks to the pulling power of
these three really good friends of
the Library we had a success
beyond our wildest dreams, and
none of them would take a penny
in expenses even though Sheila
had travelled up from London to
be with us. We cannot express
our gratitude enough.
Not to be left out is the
tremendous support we received
from Salford University who
provided the venue free of
charge as well as organising the
ticket sales and admittance on
the day. A big thanks to Vice
Chancellor Martin Hall and all
the staff who helped make it a
memorable day.

of Salford University on the
23rd of the month when 800+
people gathered to hear extracts
from poems and prose about
Salford’s radical past read by
three well known supporters of
the Library.
Everyone in the hall was
enthralled to hear the works of
Ewan MacColl, Walter
Greenwood, adopted
Salfordian Bertolt Brecht and
others read by our own Trustee
Maxine Peake, very good
supporter actor Sheila Hancock,
and Mike Joyce, formerly of the
band The Smiths.
It’s not very often we draw
particular attention to
individuals at the Library but

tickets went through the roof
only days after advertising the
show we were gobsmacked.

The only thing missing was a
communal rendering of ‘Dirty
Old Town’ as a finale, perhaps
that’s one for next time.

From
The

Collection
International Brigade
Biographies
In addition to its extensive
collection of books, pamphlets
and archive material relating to
the Spanish Civil War, the
Library also has a collection of
nearly 160 files about
individuals who went to Spain
to support the Republican cause.
With the help of two of our
volunteers, Terry Bayes and
Stuart Walsh, we have now fully
catalogued the files. Quite a few
contain only very brief
biographical details about the
person, whilst others only
contain their obituary. Some,
however, are much more
detailed and even contain letters
written by the Brigaders to

people back home in England.
Others contain documents such
as International Brigade
passports, safe conduct passes,
travel warrants and pay slips.
Three stories highlight the range
and poignancy of material held
in the files.
Salford born Sid Silvert, a
member of the Young Communist
League Cheetham branch, wrote
a number of letters home. One,
addressed to someone called
Norah, written in April 1937,
contains a final PS “My mother
doesn't know I'm out here. Don't
let her KNOW”. Sid survived the
war and died in 1979.

Mary Slater, pictured on the left
above, was a nurse from Preston
who went to Spain in September
1936. Her file contains safe
conduct passes, including those
that enabled her to travel to
Spain in 1936 and back to
England in 1938, as well as
passes for travel between cities
within Spain. It also includes a
letter from the Foreign Office
requesting repayment of the cost
of repatriating her from Spain.
The file on Walter Sproston
contains just three items. The
first is a letter from the
International Brigade
Dependants and Wounded Aid
Committee, dated 12 September
1938, to his wife informing her
that Walter had been reported
missing after the fighting in
Aragon and that as no trace of
him had been found they had
reluctantly concluded that he
had been killed. The other two
are the confirmation of his death
(on the left) and a Spanish death
certificate confirming that he
was killed in March 1938.

Bernard Barry
It was with great sadness that
we heard, on thw 26th
November, of the death, aged
94, of Bernard Barry.
Bernard had been a Friend and
active volunteer worker at the
Library ever since it began. A
comrade of our founders, Ruth
and Eddie Frow Bernard
dedicated his life’s work to the
betterment of his class.
Too young to join the
International Brigade in defence
of the Republican cause during
the Spanish Civil War he saw
many of his friends and
comrades leave for Spain, some
not to return. The war and what
happened to his comrades left an
indelible impression on Bernard
who pursued the fight against

fascism for the rest of his life.
Fortunately for us, whilst he
was still able, he put together a
booklet ‘From Manchester to
Spain’ so that the sacrifice of
those comrades wouldn’t be
forgotten. Copies are available
at the Library price £5.
Bernard spent many hours
organising our IB material and
purely by chance this edition’s
‘From Our Collection’ article is
about those heroes who were
prepared to sacrifice all for
freedom. We couldn’t think of
anything more appropriate to go
alongside this tribute.
Our condolences to his
daughters, Rica and Judith, and
all the family.

More Grant Success
Continuing the year end cheer
theme from the front page we
also, in November, received two
pieces of good news from the
Heritage Lottery Fund.

A Different WW 1
Approach
We have been successful in
getting a HLF grant for an
exhibition about conscientious
objectors/women's work during
World War One. We will also
develop online learning

resources for Key Stage 3
students (11-14 years old), and a
'Living History' performance
about Salford conscientious
objector James Hudson. This

one-man show will tour local
schools and will be staged also
here at the Library. This project
will be led by our volunteer
exhibition team and will begin
in March 2015, and the
exhibition itself will open in late
autumn.

This lovely Morning Star Bazaar menu,
with some very significant autographs,
was donated by Alice Smethurst who,
along with her late husband John, was
a witness to the signing of the Library’s
original ‘Declaration of Trust’

Voting For Change
Ourselves and the People's
History Museum/Labour
History Archive have also been
successful as a partnership in
getting a 'Collecting Cultures'
grant from HLF which gives
five years of funding towards
new acquisitions (and
accompanying 'audience
engagement' work).
‘Voting for Change - 150 years
of radical movements, 1819 to
1969’ will build upon the
complementary strengths of
both collections to acquire
material related to movements
and campaigns for the franchise,
from the build-up to the

Peterloo protest in 1819 to the
lowering of the voting age in 1969.
You'll be hearing lots more about
this as the project gets underway.
For now we're just reflecting on
how exciting it is to have money
to purchase new books and
pamphlets to enrich the Library's
already amazing holdings!

Trade Union Support
The last quarter has seen a
bumper £9,000 received in
donations from trade unions.
This is led by the tremendous
commitment by GMB to pay our
energy bill, which they do at half
yearly intervals.
We have also received support
from regions or branches of
ASLEF, CWU, GMB, NUT, UCU,
UNISON, Unite and USDAW.

Best Quote So Far

Along with four Trades Councils
and CATCs.

Here’s what the TUC General
Secretary, Frances O’Grady, has
to say about the Library.

Again thanks to you all for
continuing support, adding the
rider again that we are a living
Library so material donations are
just as, if not more, important
than finance. You of today will be
the history of tomorrow and
future generations will want to
know what you got up to.

Two Way Process
We always say to trade unions
that give financial help to the
Library that we are a resource
for them to use by them in their
educational work with
members. After all that’s why the
Library exists in the first place.
To explore this in a more
positive way we are going to

engage a consultant for a short
period to explore with trade
unions the most effective way in
which we can engage with them.
We want to find out how the
Library can be of most use and
interest to members and how we
can deliver.

Increasing
Involvement
Conscious that we have many
friends out there, getting on for
1000, we want to involve you all
a little more in the activities of
the Library.
You are always free to make
suggestions of course, but in a
more positive way we intend to
hold an annual meeting of
Friends so we can meet you and
you the Trustees face to face.
This will be in May each year
after the Trustees’ Annual
Meeting so that we can give a
report and you have an
opportunity to comment and
feed into our activities over the
coming year and beyond.

“At a time when the
establishment is seeking to
rewrite history to suit its own
ends, the Working Class
Movement Library provides a
much needed alternative rooted
in the evidence of the lived
experiences of generations of
working class people. It is
absolutely vital that this
wonderful asset gets the support
it needs to thrive for the future.”
Frances will be giving the
annual Frow lecture in May next
year. More information in the
Spring edition of ‘Shelf Life’.

So Long Sam
One of the problems of only
needing a part time Library
Assistant post and people
looking for full time work is that
inevitably we may not be able to
keep hold of good staff.
This has happened to us again
with Sam Ziesler, appointed in
September last year, successfully
getting a full time job with Leeds
Met University. He’s a qualified

Working Class Movement Library

librarian so we can hardly blame
him pursuing his career when he
gets the opportunity.
Sam has been a really solid
worker for us and made a
positive contribution from day
one. He’s going to be quite an
act to follow. But who are we to
stand in his way so best wishes
from all of us Sam, and don’t
forget to keep in touch.
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