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Shelf Life Goes Full Colour
The tumbling cost of colour
printing has enabled us to leap
from monochrome to colour for
this and future editions of ‘Shelf
Life’. We value greatly your
support and try our best to keep
you up to date with what’s
happening here.
We hope that the extra splash will
add further to your enjoyment
(hopefully) of the quarterly
newssheet. Although, inevitably,
given the nature of much of our
collection black and white images
will not totally disappear.

The Annual Frow Lecture
Taking the Fight to Global Capitalism
To be given by the
Executive Director of
War on Want

John Hilary
Saturday 3th May
2014
at 2 pm

the Old Fire Station
University of Salford
Crescent, Salford

All Welcome

Subs Due
A reminder to those individual
friends of the library who don’t
pay their subs by standing order.
Come the new financial year in
April your annual Friends
membership falls due.
Once again we haven’t changed
the rate because we don’t want to
exclude anyone from being a
Friend on the grounds of ‘can’t
afford’. So our subs are still £10
waged and £5 unwaged knowing
that if Friends can afford more
they’ll give a little more.
Having said that nearly 200 on
our Friends mailing list have
contributed nothing this year
which does cause a bit of a strain.
So please, help us if you can, but
please do it now before you forget.

From
The

of a split in the Independent
Labour Party.

Collection
After a break over the winter we
return to conclude our series on
the various early socialist parties
represented in our collection.
British Socialist Party (1911-1920)
The British Socialist Party was
the successor to the Social
Democratic Federation and the
predecessor of the Communist
Party of Great Britain. It was
founded at a Socialist Unity
Conference held in Salford in
1911 and chaired by Henry
Hyndman. There was a broad
attendance from local ILP
groups (including those from
Manchester and Salford), Social
Democratic Federation national
and local parties, Clarion groups
and a variety of Socialist
Societies, Socialist Groups and
Socialist Representation
Committees.

The collection consists mostly of
pamphlets and leaflets from
both the SSIP and the Socialist
League, with some conference
material, including the agenda
and report for the first annual
conference which took place in
Derby on 4 and 5 June 1933.

In addition to the report of the
Socialist Unity Conference, the
Library holds copies of reports
of the first three annual
conferences, along with reports
of other conferences; The
Socialist Record, the monthly
members' journal ; pamphlets
published by the party and a
small archive collection of items
from the South Salford British
Socialist Party .
Co-operative Party
Founded by the Co-operative
Union in 1917 to further the
cause of the co-operative
movement in parliament, the
Co-operative Party is closely
associated with the Labour
Party. It fields joint candidates
with the Labour Party and
members can join the Labour
Party (but no other political
party).
The Library has a copy of the
first conference report (The Cooperative Party: being a report
of the first national conference,
held at Preston, on Thursday
16th September, 1920); along
with reports for the second and
various subsequent conferences;
constitutions and rules; reviews
of the work of Co-operative
Party MPs in parliament and a
variety of pamphlets.
Socialist League (1932-1937)
In 1931 GDH Cole created the
Society for Socialist Inquiry and
Propaganda (SSIP, later
renamed the Socialist League in
1932). It was formed as a result

Workers' Socialist Federation
(1914-1920)
The Workers' Socialist
Federation as it became in 1917
was a led by Sylvia Pankhurst.
The federation originated as the
East London Federation of the
Women's Social and Political
Union, then, after expulsion
from Women's Social and
Political Union in early 1914, it
was renamed the East London
Federation of Suffragettes. In
March 1916 it renamed itself the
Workers' Suffrage Federation.
The federation published
Workers Dreadnought, which
the Library has an incomplete
run of dating from 1918-1924.

C

in the passing of a
remarkable series of
laws extending LGBT
human rights. It is ‘one
of the most successful
law reform campaigns
in British history’.

On 1st February at the start
of LGBT History Month,
more that 70 of the Library’s
friends and supporters
braved the high winds and
rain to hear the indefatigable
campaigner, Peter Tatchell,
talk on ‘Queer Britain: the
Struggle for LGBT Human
Rights: 1958-2014’.
Peter traced the punitive
legislation which
criminalised homosexual
acts from the time of Henry
VIII to the Victorian laws of
‘gross indecency’ and the
limited 1967 Sexual Offences
Act before outlining the
tactics and campaigns which
eventually succeeded in
moving public opinion and

Cartoon
Corner

It was the New Labour
Governments which
ended the ban on gays
and lesbians in the
forces, equalised the
age of consent and
extended to gay
couples the right to
foster and adopt. They also
repealed Thatcher’s Section
28, applied the EU Directive
ending discrimination at
work, ended discrimination by
landlords, hoteliers and guest
house owners and introduced
Civil Partnerships.
Same sex marriages were
legalised by our current
reactionary government

though churches can ‘opt out’
and heterosexual couples
cannot have civil partnerships.
It is not possible in a short
space to do justice to Peter’s
thoroughly researched talk,
but, in answer to the member
of the audience who asked if it
was available in print - not yet
but it is being transcribed so
will soon be available to all.

Paragraph in the Telegraph
You would probably think that
finding an article about the
Working Class Movement Library
in the Daily Telegraph would be
about as likely as a bird watcher
spotting a penguin in the
Manchester Ship Canal. But
thanks to freelance journalist
Tanya Aldred the improbable has
actually happened.
Researching for an article on the
Manchester born black boxer and
communist activist Len Johnson
led Tanya to the Library.The
finished article, which appeared at
the end of January not only gave a
potted history of Len, banned
from becoming a British champion
because of his colour, but also a
plug for the Library and a bit
about the Ruth and Eddie Frow,
our founders.

Trade Union Support
Trade Union support for the
Library shows no sign of
diminishing, thank goodness,
despite your funds being
desperately needed to fight the
onslaught against the working
class. You obviously appreciate
the importance of our collection
in the educative battle for hearts
and minds.

In the last 3 months we have
received over £6,500 in
donations from the movement.
Leading the way were GMB
with another massive lift to
cover our energy bills. We also
had the usual annual donation
from the PFA.
We have had regional and

branch support from CWU,
Equity, GMB, NASUWT, NUJ,
NUT, PCS, RMT, UNISON,
Unite and Usdaw.
We would also like to welcome a
number of Trades Councils who
have become friends of the
Library for the first time.
Without you support we would
be in great difficulty.

Staffing Turnaround
We reported last Autumn that
our previous Library Assistant,
Tara, had left us for a full time
job at Manchester University.
Shortly before Christmas Sam
Ziegler was appointed as a
replacement, and very well he
is settling in.

appointed to a permanent post
at the ‘Pump House’ so that’s
good for him and good for us
because we will still be seeing
and working with him in the
future.
He has been replaced for the
remainder of the project by
Catherine Robins. When she
saw the post advertised she
couldn’t believe there was a job
that allowed her to do research
into such amazing collections.
Sadly the project is time limited
so she won’t be able to do it for

Sam was already familiar with
us as a volunteer and so when
this job came up he jumped at it
for both a settled income and to
gain experience in a very
special library environment.
A more recent exit has been
Chris Burgess, our Collections
Access Officer, employed on
the joint project with the
Peoples History Museum
‘Uncovering Ideas Worth
Fighting For’. We are pleased to
report that Chris has been

ever. Hopefully Catherine will
be able to get a permanent job
in museums, but with the
present attacks that is getting
more difficult. We hope she
succeeds because she’s doing a
good job here.

Working Class Movement Library

Friendly Fans Visit
The number of visitors we are
getting is always on the increase,
including the number of
organised groups paying us a
visit to tour the Library.

One of the more unusual ones
recently was a group of
community football club FC
United of Manchester supporters
who descended on us at the end
of a walk through the streets of
Salford having started out from
the Peoples History Museum
just over the River Irwell in
Manchester, where they had an
exhibition during January.
The link we have with FC
United has nothing to do with
the fact that our Library
Manager, Lynette Cawthra is
one of their founding members.
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