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Working Lives Recorded
Readers of earlier editions of
Shelf Life will recall reference to
our Heritage Lottery funded
project ‘Invisible Histories’ in
which we
sought to
trace, by a
series of
recorded
interviews,
the ups and
downs of
the lives of
workers in
three of
Salford’s,
now
defunct,
workplaces.
The
culmination
of 18 months
work came with the launch of
our Invisible Histories
exhibition. During the project,
volunteers interviewed people
who had worked at three lost
Salford workplaces: Agecroft
Colliery, Richard Haworth's
cotton mill and Ward &
Goldstone engineering factory.
Connections were made
between past and present,
including union activities, the
social interaction between
employer and employee,
family and community,
comradeship and job
opportunities, as well as
descriptions of the workplaces
and jobs within them.
The exhibition displays a rich

selection of quotes from
interviewees, as well as audio
extracts from interviews. In
addition, there are artworks
from both Paul Jordan (a former
miner at Agecroft) and the
Sacred Trinity Art Group (part
of Chapel Street Community
Arts).
The exhibition also includes a
handling table with different
types of cotton, a piece of coal
from Agecroft and folders with
additional information
unearthed during the project.
Pride of place goes to the new
Radio Ballads, created by
students at Buile Hill Visual Arts
College, in the spirit of the Ewan
MacColl originals. These Radio
Ballads fuse words from the
interviewees with music and
animations developed by the
students.

exhibition, catch
up with former
colleagues and,
in one case,
discover a
long-lost
relative.
This was
followed by
an evening
event which
saw the
library
buzzing
with around
forty people
enjoying the
Radio Ballads
and the
exhibition, as
well as (in the grand traditions
of the library) consuming tea
and cake. People who attended
both events were very positive
about the exhibition and keen to
return.
The Invisible Histories
exhibition will be open until the
end of March 2014, so there will
be plenty of chance to see it!
All in all a great success, with
many thanks to all participating
volunteers and project staff,
initially Carrie Gough ( who left
for a permanent job), and for
most of the project Neil
Dymond- Green.

The morning launch event was
an exclusive chance for
interviewees to see the

Images for once are not ours but
by courtesy of Salford Local
History Library.
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LOOK AT THIS CHRISTMAS

It’s amazing how articles and
cartoons of yesteryear can be just
as relevant today as when they
were first produced. A sad
indictment of how little class
relationships have really
changed over the years. Here we
have a seasonal pair of cartoons
from the Co-op magazine ‘The
Millgate Monthly’ from
December 1922. Read war
profiteer, or banker, or old
Etonian or what you will - Plus
ça change, plus c'est la même chose.
AND ON THIS !

THE HOME OF THE HERO-“DADDY, WILL SANTA CLAUS COME DOWN HERE?”

Sorry to Intrude
To those 300+ friends
who haven’t paid their
£10 subs yet this year
there is still time to
make it before the end

of the year. A stocking
filler from you would
make a really nice
present for the Library.

THE HOME OF THE WAR PROFITEER-”GRANPA, I WANT SANTA CLAUS TO BRING ME A
MOTOR CAR”

Living Wage
We are pleased to report that on
the initiative of the elected Mayor
Ian Stewart (a supporter of the
Library) Salford has declared
itself a Living Wage City with
over 2,000 workers in the city
immediately benefiting.
All are currently in the public
sector but no doubt the
campaign will now be taken to
the private sector in earnest.
Hopefully successful campaigning
will help to swell the numbers
working for a Living Wage,
although, of course, there’s no
substitute for organised labour.

A clos

The logo ‘Union is Strength’
with the shaking hands was
used by the Bleachers, Finishers
and Dyers on the front of their
first rule book published in
1866. The Rules and
Regulations are part of the late
John Smethurst’s collection
recently handed over to the
Library by his widow Alice.
As more of his archive comes to
us we will undoubtably have
much more like this.

Our contribution this year will
be in the Old Fire Station,
Crescent Salford on Saturday 1st
February 2014 at 2.0pm to hear
Peter Tatchell talking on the
topic ‘Queer Britain the Struggle
for LGBT Rights 1958-2014’
More Details to follow, but put it
in your diary.

From Salford to Spain and Back
We have an excellent
comprehensive material in the
Library relating to the Spanish
civil war but just to show we
don’t live solely in the past two
recent events very much put us
in a present day context
commemorating those who

Sewing Away

fought against fascism and
supporting those who still do.
Firstly we had a visit from Maud
Casey and her ‘Remaking
Guernica Project’. Maude and
her colleagues are a group of
artists, academics and activists
who envisaged the
remaking of Picasso’s
famous work of a large
scale textile piece as
both a work of art and
a protest. The piece is
being assemble by
different groups up
and down the country
having their own
sessional input. Hence
Maude and the project
arriving at the Library
in October as part of
the Manchester
Weekender celebration
of art and culture.
Many came along to
add to the growing
tapestry to ensure that
a Salford mark will be
enshrined in the final
product.

NG ME A

A close up of the Guernica with a pennant on its
way to Spain with Stuart

Present on the day was
Stuart Walsh, a long
standing friend and
volunteer at the
Library, who also
happens to be a keen

cyclist and member of the
Clarion Cycling Club. Stuart was
about to embark, with a group
of club members on a cycle ride
from Bilbao to Barcelona when
he and other members of
Clarion Cycle Club visited sites
associated with the civil war in
Spain, and especially those sites
associated with British Battalion
of the XV Brigade. They wanted
to particularly publicise the
contribution of
Clarion Club
members who
joined the
International
Brigade and
three who
died there,
Ray Cox, Roy
Watts, and
Tom
Oldershaw.
Stuart was
very moved
by the
experience
and will be
giving a talk
about his trip
to our
volunteers
early in the
new year.

Dublin Lockout Conference Success
We had a really successful,
well attended, conference in
October to commemorate the
centenary of the Dublin
Lockout. It was the most
important struggle in Ireland’s
industrial history, engineered
by William Murphy, chairman
of the Dublin Tramway
Company and leader of the
400 strong Dublin Employers
Federation, to try and break
Jim Larkin and the Irish T&GWU.

In the short term the year long
struggle ended in defeat, but as in
many of these things, in the long
term it led to a growth and
strengthening of the trade union
movement in Ireland.
The conference was organised
jointly between ourselves and
Salford University with five
informative and thought provoking
contributions, including one from
our own Irish Trustee Francis Devine.

Stuart in Spain

Trade Union Support
We very much welcome all the
fantastic support we get from
the trade union movement. All
those who are aware of us
recognise that it is their history
that we are safeguarding and
they appreciate us looking after
it, and hopefully using it to raise
awareness amongst members
bombarded by the popular
press and media.

The last quarters mailbag has
brought in donations of over
£4000. Including repeats from
the FBU and Musicians Union.
We also have a first time
contribution from the North
West TUC and hope we will be
working closer with them
following the appointment of
secretary Lynn Collins as a
Library trustee.

We’ve also had a number of new
additions to our list of
supporters from UNISON
branches and Trades Councils.
Welcome to all of you and don’t
forget it’s not just your financial
support we want we also want
you to use our fabulous
collection for your own
educational and other purposes.
Other donations have come in
from regions and branches of
CWU, GMB, NUT, UNISON and
Unite, along with three Trades Councils.

Regional TUC Link Established
We were very pleased indeed
when the regions new TUC
secretary agreed to become a
trustee of the Library. Lynn
Collins took up the post in
January following the retirement
of her predecessor Alan
Manning. She brought to that
job a wealth of experience
gained both as a lay and paid
official with Unite, UNISON,
NUT and UCU, as well as being
active in the peace movement.

trustee as she believe learning
from our past is an important
part of being prepared for future
challenges and the Library fills
the gaps left in ‘conventional’
history where workers stories
were rarely seen or recorded. I
hope that the Regional TUC’s
links with the Library will
flourish.
With her background and
contacts Lynn is going to be a
valuable addition to our team.

Lynn is delighted to become a

Cartoon
Corner
We’ve moved our ‘Cartoon
Caorner’ to a different page for
this edition. Seemed more
appropriate to sit it with other
contemporary trade union stuff.
Those of you on Merthyr Tydfil
TUC Xmas card list will
recognise this one from last
year. In Steve Samual they have
a fine cartoonist. Not a sign of a
misspent youth is it?
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