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Take Confidence from the Past
A full house, nearly an hour
before we were due to start,
came to hear Owen Jones deliver
the annual Frow Lecture on the
theme of ‘Change Comes From
Below’. For the first time we,
reluctantly, had to turn people
away. Those who missed
Owen’s excellent political
analysis can, if you have internet
access, download his speech
from our website.
Owen informed the audience
that he had once done research
in the Library, which he referred
to as a ‘formidable and fantastic
resource’.
He reminded us that as a guide
to action today we can learn
from the struggles of the past,
and that a key lesson is to
recognise that you don’t get
change from the goodwill and
generosity of those above but
from the struggle and sacrifice of
those below.
We get social change through
the collective actions of large
numbers of people who share

similar interests and have a
common aim.
He cited many instances of
ordinary people, often
airbrushed out of existence, who
fought power and wealth in a
quest for freedom, rights and
social gains that today we often
take for granted.
Owen took us back to the late
14th century and the first
attempt at a poll tax by Richard
II when 60,000 peasants
marched on London. Whilst
ending in defeat, that and other
movements contributed towards
massive social change.
Like the Levellers in the 17th
century demanding that all
should be equal before the law,
and the Diggers, almost
communists two centuries
before Marx and Engels.
In the 19th century we had
demands surging from below
for reform when the end of the
Napoleonic wars brought huge
hardship and poverty to whole
communities, with some tragic
results like the Peterloo
Massacre.
He referred to the Chartists of
the mid 19th century
mobilising around the People’s
Charter, the Suffragettes of the
early 20th century, and the
fight against the poll tax in the
1980s as examples of how
social change has gradually
been won as a result of

struggle from below.
Ending on a note of hope, Owen
was confident that we can resist
the present assault on the
working class and continue the
long tradition of struggle by
building links between the
various present day struggles,
and bringing ordinary people
together with demands they can
unite around to force concessions
from those with power.

Get Well Soon
We were sorry to hear that one
of our long time volunteers has
ended up with a spell of sick
leave from the Library. Irene
Orme had a fall at home and
broke her hip and to compound
things picked up an infection
whilst in hospital.
We’re not sure whether you’ll
still be in hospital or at home
when you read this, but get well
soon Irene your PC awaits you.
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Collection
Early Socialist Parties
(continued)
We continue an exploration of
material the Library holds
relating to late 19th and early
20th century socialist parties.

Socialist League (1885-1901)
The Socialist League was not a
political party, but an offshoot of
the Social Democratic Federation.
It was founded in 1885 and both
William Morris and Eleanor
Marx joined the new
organisation having fallen out
with Henry Hyndman.

The library holds the
organisation's manifesto which
was adopted at its first
conference held on 5 July 1885.
We also have a small collection
of pamphlets,including Chants
for Socialists by William
Morris.

Socialist Labour Party
(1903-1980)
Founded in 1903, the Socialist
Labour Party was another
breakaway from the
Social Democratic
Federation. It was
formed in Scotland,
and included
James Connolly
and Neil MacLean
amongst its
members. The
party was heavily
influenced by the
Socialist Labor
Party of America.
The collection
consists of the
aims and
objectives of the
party, conference
reports and a
variety of
pamphlets, a
number of which
are by Daniel De
Leon, a leading
figure in the
Socialist Labor

Party of America.

Socialist Party of Great
Britain (1904-to date)
The Socialist Party of Great
Britain, founded in 1904, was
also formed as a result of a split
in the Social Democratic
Federation. The party still exists
today and is the second oldest
existing political party, the
oldest being the Conservative
Party.
The library has an excellent run
of The Socialist Standard, the
official journal of the Socialist
Party of Great Britain, thanks to
a recent donation from Mark
Crail which has beefed up our
early holdings considerably.The
library also has an early
manifesto from 1908 and a
collection of pamphlets dating
from 1906 to 1986.
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celebration somehow
grew and grew.

No, your eyes aren’t deceiving
you, the Library has just had its
very own inaugural mini film
festival.
What stated out as a showing of
Turner Prize nominee Luke
Fowler’s film ‘The Poor
Stockinger, the Luddite Cropper
and the Deluded Followers of
Joanna Southcott’ as part of our
EP Thompson anniversary

The first showing,
during a week in mid
May was a selection of
films from two
Australian trade unions,
depicting members in
action, presented by Dr.
Lisa Milner from Southern Cross
University, New South Wales.
A group of local working class
people had got together to
devise a theatrical show from
scratch based on their own
experiences and the book by
Frederick Engels. The resultant
film ‘The Condition of the
Working Class’ follows the

process from first rehearsal to
first night.
Film number four was the 1967
film ‘The White Bus’, directed by
Lindsay Anderson and based on
a short story by Salford born
Shelagh Delaney. Salford people
played an important, if surreal
role in the production.
All in all a very successful
venture attracting many new
faces. We haven’t yet decided
whether to repeat the event and
make it into an internationally
famous annual or biennial
venture so watch this space.

Trustees AGM
The Trustees’ AGM was held as
usual in April. Of interest was
the presentation of a draft
strategic plan for the Trust to
work to over the coming years.
After much discussion it was
decided to open up the
discussion on its content to our
army of volunteers before going
back to the half yearly meeting

in November.

In order to cement our
relationship with Salford City
Council we had asked them to
nominate a representative to sit
on the Trust. We are please to
inform you that Councillor
Stephen Ord, who happens to be
one of our local ward Labour
councillors, has now
been installed as a
Trustee. He is
enthusiastic about
the Library and we
From Plebs March 1929. what they’re told to
are sure he will
We’re sure our readers believe by the popular
serve us well.
don’t always believe
press.
The financial
report was a little
sweet and sour.
On the sweet side
our finances are in
a healthy position
with a balance of
£652,500. Our total
income for 20122013 was £270,808,
of which £56,253
was from
donations, £26,872
Salford Council
grant, and £26,044
interest earned
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from our investments. The other
significant income was £131,727
bequested by the late Peter
McCourt. Our outgoings were
£128,079 giving us a net increase
from the previous year of
£142,729.
On the sour side, if we exclude
Peter’s bequest and up front
£18,340 grant funding we see
that our income drops to
£120,741, £7,337 less than our
expenditure. So our core
outgoings exceed our core
income. In total we took £ 33,382
from reserves last year. A
similar figure is likely to be
repeated this coming year,
compounded by a further
reduction of £4,000 in the City
Council’s grant.
On one level our accounts look
healthy but we can’t keep
dipping into reserves for ever
before they dry up.
Election of officers saw Maggie
Cohen, Royston Futter and
Dennis Maginn re-elected as
Chair, Secretary and Treasurer
respectively.

Trade Union Support
Once again thanks very much
indeed to the trade union
movement which in the last
quarter has contributed just
under £5,000 in donations to the
Library. In alphabetical order we
have received support nationally
from the NUT and URTU and
from regions and branches of

CWU, FBU, GMB, NASUWT,
NUJ, NUT, UNISON, Unite and
five trades councils. Fourteen of
these supporters have
completed standing order forms.
It would be great if more were
able to do the same.
A Library speaker went along to
the North West Retired

Members of UCU recently and
members agreed to take the case
for Library support back into
their region and branches. We
also had a visit from members of
CWU North East Women’s
Committee who thoroughly
enjoyed their visit. As we’ve
always said nobody leaves this
place unimpressed with its
contents. As usual we’ll finish
with a big thanks to all of you.

The Making of the English Working Class
The joint event with ourselves
held at the People's History
Museum on 13 April to celebrate
50 years of E. P. Thompson’s The
Making of the English Working
Class was a real triumph for the
importance of the word.
Surprise contributors
Christopher Eccleston and
Maxine Peake read extracts
illuminating exactly what that
prose was about. The Making is
about words, about hearing the
words of those with high ideals
who thought that their words
would change society but were
met with the response of
starvation, imprisonment and,
for some, the scaffold.

Maxine and Christopher

Substantial effort had clearly
been put into the organisation of
the day. The programme itself,
put together with a wonderful
sense of balance, celebrated the
word in all manifestations. The
readings did not simply occupy
the space between the personal
stories and the academic
readings, they formed the glue:
they gave the day cohesion.
They also reminded us that E.P.
Thompson wrote with a
profound respect for the intellect
and the words of working
people. It is that respect which
makes the book readable.
The programme was a reflection
of the purpose of both
establishments. The
recording of the stories and
struggles of working class
people and the centrality of
the book is shown in their
collections of images,
voices and, above all,
words. E.P. Thompson
rightly celebrated the selftaught and showed in The
Making the extent to which
those seen as 'ignorant'
were capable of sustained
and sophisticated
argument. If they could not
read, then newspapers and
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pamphlets could be read aloud
and argued about. The
celebration of words that took
place to celebrate The Making is
a reminder that there are still
many campaigns to be run. The
legacy of the Making of the
English Working Class is to get
out there and make those words
work.
From a report on our blog by
volunteer David Hargreaves.
Our E.P. Thompson exhibition
continues here until 5 July.

John Remembered
In March members of the North
West History Labour History
Society and WCML trustees and
volunteers met to honour the
late John Smethurst who died in
2011. John was a founder
member of both organisations.
Indeed John, and his wife Alice,
had been witnesses to the
signatures of Ruth and Eddie
Frow on our Declaration of Trust
back in 1969.
We were joined by members of
John’s family including children
and grandchildren to see his son
Michael unveil a plaque to his
memory in the reading room.
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