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More Grant Success
We are very pleased to report
that the Library has been
successful in two further bids for
grant funding following the
highly successful ‘Past Meets the
Present’ Heritage Lottery
funded project.

Inspired by an earlier highly
successful. ’Invisible Histories’
project where local people came
together to mount an exhibition
based on their memories and
experiences the HLF project will
seek, by the use of research and
personal recollections, to piece
together the impact on working
people in Salford of the growth
and demise of three industries
central to shaping our industrial
and social heritage ie.
engineering, cotton mills and
coal mining.
The project will be led by a
Project Learning Co-ordinator
(see page 3) who will recruit and
co-ordinate a group of
volunteers to be involved in
‘reminiscence workshops’ and
carry out ‘one to one’ interviews
with people who have worked
in local factories and mines. We
will also develop a 5-10 minute
podcast around a workplace
setting, hold an exhibition and
have a number of talks about
what we have uncovered.
The project is scheduled to last
for 18 months.

This time round we will again
receive funding from Heritage
Lottery Fund for one of the
projects, to be titled ‘Invisible
Histories’. The other, which is a
joint venture with Manchester’s
People’s History Museum, is

funded by the Esmée Fairbairn
Foundation.
Special thanks, once again to
Lynette, our Library Manager,
without whose efforts the bids
would not have been successful.
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The Library and the People’s
History Museum hold a wealth
of material exploring the
development of democracy,
campaigns and political ideas.
Much of that wealth is hidden
and underused both by our
organisations and our visitors.
This project will last slightly
longer, for 24 months, and will
involve the appointment of a
‘Collections Access Officer’ who
will bring together our
complementary collections to
uncover our hidden gems and
increase public access through

digital opportunities and a range
of collections engagement
activities.
The project is extremely timely
as we head towards the major
anniversaries of the inaugural
TUC and first women’s voting
rights in 2018, and the Peterloo
Massacre in 2019.

Subs Reminder
Sorry about this, but with our high level of costs income becomes
very important to us. Of our 670 individual friends only 277 of you
have paid your subs this year. That’s only £10 to you but amounts to
nearly £4,000 to the Library, not an insignificant amount. If you are
one of our supporters who hasn’t got round to it yet an early cheque
would be appreciated, or better still visit our website and download
a standing order form.
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Collection
No Pasarán
mobilised to defend the
Republican government against
the Fascist army of General
Franco.

One of our most asked-about
subjects is the Spanish Civil War
and the library has a wealth of
material on the subject. As you
would expect we have an
extensive collection of books and
pamphlets, but we also have
archive material, posters,
photographs, tape recordings
and other objects.
Between 1936

and 1939, around 2,000 British
volunteers fought in the 15th
International Brigade in Spain.
This was the English-speaking
section of the ultimately
unsuccessful international force

The extensive collection of
archive material includes
information on the
International Brigade itself,
and on individual brigaders
including Manchester men,
Maurice Levine, Ralph Cantor,
Sam Wild, Syd Booth, Bernard
McKenna and George Brown;
aid and relief organisations
including Foodships for Spain,
Basque Children, Aid for Spain
Committee and Spanish Relief
Committee; and the Greater
Manchester Trade Union
Spanish Solidarity
Committee. It also
includes
biographical
material on a large
number of individual
brigaders other than
those mentioned above and
the collection takes the form
of personal
papers, letter and
diaries,
photographs,
cassette tapes
detailing the
experiences of a
number
International
Brigaders and
various maps of
Spain and the
contested areas.
The more visual material
includes an extensive collection
of posters, many of which date

from the war itself and are in
both English and Spanish, a
collection of illustrations by Syd
Booth, additional photographs
and a number of banners.
We also have other objects
including two field caps, one of
which has been inscribed by its
owner, John Tunnah, with the
date (20 February 1937), his
location (Jarama), and the details
of his battalion, brigade and
company (16th Battalion, 15th
Brigade, 2nd Company) along

with the slogans 'Long live the
Spanish republic', 'Long live
Spain' and 'Long live Russia' all
in Spanish.
There is a small collection of
some of our Spanish Civil War
material on display in the library
exhibition space and you can see
images of the banners and
posters if you search our library
catalogue at
www.wcml.org.uk/catalogue
where you will also be able to
search for more detail on the whole
Spanish Civil War collection.

New Trustees Appointed
At their annual meeting in
April the Trustees agreed
to approach two
supporters of the Library
about becoming Trustees.
We are delighted to report
that both have accepted,
increasing the number of
Trustees to 17.
Eleanor Lewington
Eleanor first became active
in the movement when she
joined ASTMS over 40
years ago and became
active in the workplace,
branch and on the
Divisional Council in
Essex. When she moved to
Cheshire in the 1980s she
was on its National
Women’s Committee and
then after it became part of
MSF she served on its
National Executive for
three years and sat on the
North West TUC Women’s
Committee.
Eleanor then went working
for 5 years as USDAW
Pensions Officer. She is
currently treasurer of the
National Assembly of
Women which is this year

celebrating 60 years of
campaigning. With that
background Eleanor is
going to be a real asset to
the Library.
Maxine Peake
Those who own a television
will be familiar with the
features of Maxine Peake
who is making quite a
name for herself as one of
Britain’s leading actresses.
What you may not know is
that her first appearance at
the Library was at
Communist Party branch
meetings when she was 18.
Six years ago she chose the
Library as the venue for a
photo shoot and so got
reacquainted with ‘this
fabulous building’. Since
then she has become a
champion for the Library.

Eleanor Lewington

Maxine was over the moon
when asked to become a
Trustee and is committed
to ensuring that working
class culture is not
forgotten, spreading the
word of the Library, and
getting more people to visit
and get involved.

Maxine Peake

Our New Project Learning Co-ordinator
Welcome to Carrie Gough our
Invisible Histories Project
Learning Co-ordinator. Like
many of her generation she
arrives with us after completing
yet another temporary
contracted job funded by the
Heritage Lottery Fund. She
previously worked for
Stockport Museums Service
doing a traineeship in
Collections Management. Prior
to that she worked on an oral
history project at Rydal Folk
Museum where the expertise

gained will come in very handy
for our project. Carrie, like
many other people, had often
passed the building and
wondered what was inside but
hadn’t crossed the threshold.
Now she’s come inside she has
become enthused and wants to
help get many more people
through the door. She wants the
results of the project to have a
lasting impact and help raise
the profile of the Library, we’re
sure it will.

Trade Union Support
Clocking On
How’s this for taking the
concept of ‘clocking on’ one
step further? We recently
received a donation from
Gloria Findlay, which
included this 'factory clock'.

These clocks were bought by
benevolent factory owners and
given to their workers to help
them get up for work on time and
thus avoid pay stoppages. How
kind of them. A penny a week
was stopped from the workers'
wages until the full cost of the
clock, 1 shilling and sixpence
(7½p), was met.
It was made in America in
around the 1850s and was
imported to South East London.
The remains of the clock sellers'
label is on the back, giving part of
the firm's name and its address
66 Woolwich Road. It was
rescued from a council scrap yard
in Wandsworth by Henry Vick,
the father of Gloria, who repaired
it.
After all these years the clock still
works but it doesn't keep very
good time, so don’t sack the
‘knocker up’.

Once again our grateful thanks
to the trade unions for your
support. The last quarter saw
almost £7,400 come in from the
movement. The principal
amount was £3,500 from GMB
towards our energy costs,
thanks Paul and all at Worple
Road. We have also received the
generous £1,000 annual
donation from NASUWT.
Other donations have been
received from seven trades
councils and branches or
regions of CWU, GMB,
NASUWT, NUJ, UNISON and
Unite.
We are aware that Unite is
currently going through a
branch restructuring and so
support for organisations like
ourselves may be held in
abeyance in places. We hope
that if any of our supporting
branches disappear activists will
remember to promote the
Library in their new branch.
Once again, thank you all for
your support.

Mayoral Visit
Whilst the majority of
electors, when asked,
rejected the undemocratic
concept of an elected mayor
the people of Salford said
‘yes’ to giving it a go. One of
the many campaigners
opposed to the idea
recognised that the field had
to be played on even if it
was not one of his choosing
and so Ian Stewart became
Salford’s first elected mayor.
Ian, a former full time
T&GWU official (now part
of Unite) and MP for Eccles
until boundary changes

removed him from office is
still not clear about his role
because the ConDem
government hasn’t yet
clearly defined it. He is,
however, clear about his
support for the Library and
we hope that his recent visit
is the beginning of ever
closer working relations
with the City Council.
Obviously there can be no
promises in the present
economic climate but at
least we have a friend in the
right place.
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