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Making Our Own Archive
The Library is well known as a
collector of working class
history that other people have
recorded, whether it be in the
form of books, minutes or
photographs, but seldom do we
get the opportunity to do the
recording ourselves. Our
successful bid to 'win' award
winning photographer Simon
Roberts for the day, gave the
Library the chance to do that
very thing.
A string of activists called in to
the library to be interviewed by
Simon to be filmed and
photographed talking about
their experiences. The
campaigners were or had been
involved in a wide and diverse
range of activities from peace to
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pensions to LGBT to women's
movement, the miners strike to
Christian aid to Occupy
Manchester. We even had a
militant embroiderer.
Simon will collate, edit and
present the finished work for
addition to our collection.
In the evening Simon, who was
the official photographer to the
2010 general election, gave a talk
on what inspires him and
showed examples of his
excellent work.
His coverage of the general
election was of particular
interest, and just showed that
whilst planning and an eye for a
successful image are of vital
importance a little bit of luck
doesn't go amiss. Simon had
decided to allocate only one
whole day to track each of the
three principal political
leaders and Gordon Browns
allotted day happened
The Library Trustees was held
on the 20 April and was
presented with an annual report
by the Chairperson Maggie
Cohen. Listening to Maggie's
presentation reminded us all of
how much the Library has
developed in terms of usage and
activity in recent years. It's
almost as if the Library has
moved up a gear and is now
operating on a higher plain than
before. Brilliant, but it does put a

include a trip to Rochdale and
he just happened to catch Gillian
Duffy approaching the said Mr
Brown and, hey presto, one of
the most talked about events of the
campaign was caught by his camera.
Our grateful thanks to Simon for
the enthusiastic way in which he
threw himself into the event and
for helping us to record more of
our campaigning history.

strain on everybody. We are so
lucky to have such good staff
and wonderful band of
volunteers, all so ably led by our
Library Manager Lynette. Full
text of the report can be viewed
on our website.
Maggie, by the way, was reelected Chairperson for a further
year along with Royston Futter
as Secretary and Dennis Maginn
as Treasurer. (Cont. on page 4)

From
The

Collection
The Frow Archive

During 2011 Kevin Morgan,
one of the Library Trustees,
obtained two grants from the
Amiel and Melburn Trust to
organise and put the many
boxes of papers of the
extensive archive of our
founders, Ruth and Eddie
Frow, onto the online
catalogue. The work was
undertaken by Constantin
Davidescu under Kevin's
supervision and over the time
that Constantin was with the
library he catalogued all the
Frow archive, details of which
can be found on our online
catalogue.
The archive contains a wealth
of material of special
significance to Ruth and Eddie.
It is a collection of their own
personal documents and
includes their personal
correspondence, research for
their many and varied
publications, information about
the Library, notebooks and
diaries.

It also includes 41
scrapbooks
containing a wide
variety of material
on different
subjects and in
many different
formats, including
poems, postcards,
programmes,
correspondence,
leaflets and
photographs.
A highlight is three handwritten
letters from Walter Crane, one
to Robert Blatchford regarding
the publishing A Garland for
May Day, a second to the acting
editor of The Clarion also
regarding the publishing A
Garland for May Day and a
third to Mr Palmer consenting
to the use of A Garland for May
Day at an Independent Labour
Party lecture.
Another interesting item is a
National Equitable Labour
Exchange labour note for one

hour. The Labour Exchange
was founded in 1832 by Robert
Owen, but only survived until
1834. Workers exchanged their
goods for labour notes which
were valued according to the
time needed to produce items
and which could be used to buy
other goods.
Basic details of the scrapbooks
have already been entered on to
the online catalogue but we are
now adding more detail about
the individual items contained
within them. Search our catalogue
at www.wcml.org.uk/catalogue
to find out more.

The Clarion Club
Readers will recall that in the
last ‘Shelf Life’ mention was
made of the furniture we have
that had belonged to the Clarion
Café in Manchester. We thought
you might be interested to see it
in situ. This image is one of a
selection of postcards showing
the interior of the Café
including the William Morris
fireplace, the magnificence
entrance and a view of the
Members Room.

The Third Frow Memorial Lecture
Another full house for the third
annual Frow Memorial Lecture
given by leading feminist
historian and writer Sheila
Rowbotham who spoke about
her new book ‘Dreamers of a
New Day'
The book concentrates on the
period from the 1880s to the
1930's, and celebrates what
women achieved during that
period, not just in Britain, but
also the USA. Sheila pointed out
that in 2012 women's lives are

getting worse as government
austerity policies bite deeply
with public sector job cuts and
cuts in benefits and services.
Looking back and seeing how
other women in earlier times
had a belief that it was possible
to change society and how they
got together to transform their
lives can give confidence to
today's activists.
During an an era of massive
changes, women challenged
their unequal position in society
and also joined
with other
groups to
oppose the
social and
economic disparities of
the societies they were
living in. The book has a
wide breadth of content
ranging from campaigns
on birth control, family
and work to consumer
power, food riots,

boycotts, rent
strikes and
the
struggles
of
American
black
women.
Sheila
showed those
present that
we do not
need to just

dream about challenging a right
wing government, but, like the
women her book, we can get
together with like-minded people
to make a better world.
Our thanks once again to the
University of Salford for the use
of their splendid facilities.

Incarceration
We are continuing our practice
of showing high quality changing
exhibitions in the NALGO room
at the Library. In conjunction
with the University of Salford
we are mounting a major
display of works by the late
South African artist Albert Adams.
Born in Johannesburg in 1930.
He was unable to pursue his
education as an artist because of
the apartheid policy, and so
moved to the UK in 1953 to
study at the Slade School of Art
and is recognised today as a
gifted Expressionist painter and
printmaker. His politically
charged painting 'South Africa
1959', in the collection of
Johannesburg Art Gallery, is
known as 'the South African

Guernica'.
Two linked exhibitions, in the
Library and across the road in

'Incarceration', the exhibition
here at the Library, highlights
his response to acts of political
oppression and recent atrocities,
ranging from Darfur to Abu
Ghraib and the imprisonment of
political prisoners on Robben Island.
The linked exhibition 'The
Burden', displayed at the
university's Clifford Whitworth
Library, offers an overview of
Adams's life and career and
exploration of his own sense of
identity. As well as paintings
and prints, this exhibition also
features African and Asian
artworks collected by Adams.

the University, look at Adams's
remarkable body of work.

The Library exhibition continues
until 29 June and that at the
University until 1 July

Trade Union Support
In times when trade unions
have plenty of other things
on their minds and mass
redundancies mean less
members and less funds we
really do appreciate the
value you all place in
supporting this collection of
our working class history.
The last three months has
seen £5,900 come in from a
wide range of trade unions.
We have received donations
from the national unions of
FBU and URTU as well as
from branches or regions of
CWU, GMB, NASUWT,
NUT, UNISON Unite, along
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with two trades councils.
We’d like to pay a special
thank you to the Unite South
West Herts branch which is
to merge very shortly.
Thanks for your support
over the years and for the
rather large winding up
cheque. It reminds us that
trade unions are always
looking the improve their
organisation and mergers
are inevitable. We only hope
that you take memories of us
into the new branch and
recommend continuing
support.

Mikron Theatre
April saw the return of
Mikron Theatre group to the
Library for their almost
annual visit. Their new play
‘Can You Keep a Secret’
marked the 200th
anniversary of the Luddite
movement and focuses on
their home community of

Marsden in West Yorkshire.
They very skilfully develop a
strong story around the ties
and tensions between the
croppers, inventors and mill
owners in that close knit
community. Tensions very
much mirrored all over the
country as men and women
fought against the
‘new technology’
that was to turn
their relatively
independent lives
into those of a
wage slave. A
play worth seeing
if you get the
chance whilst
they are on tour.
Like ourselves
Mikron are
suffering from
grant funding
cuts and deserve
all your support.

Working Class Movement Library

On the financial front the Trustees
agreed a core spending budget of
£108,000 for the coming year. This
combined with the cost of converting
the old MP's office will take our
spending to well in excess of
£110,000 in the next 12 months. Most
of this will go on staffing (£77,000)
and building running costs (£20,000).
On the income side we will get a
grant of £26,000 from Salford
Council, hopefully at least £50,000 in
donations, our investments will raise
£13,000 interest and we will dig into
our reserves to the tune of about
£13,500. We work out our income
from donations by averaging what
we have received over the last three
years so if we can build on the
momentum of the last twelve months
(£54,000 raised) we shouldn't need to
dip into our reserves so deeply.

Don’t forget our summer series of
Invisible History talks running
through the remainder of June and
July starting at 2.0pm.
27 June Joseph O'Neill - 'The
Manchester Martyrs' An account of
the 1867 events surrounding the
execution of three Irishmen for the
shooting of a policeman.
11 July A.D. George - The talk covers
the history of Trafford Park, from
country estate and deer park to
becoming one of Europe's largest and
busiest industrial parks.
25 July Gillian Lonergan - 'The cooperative movement's use of film'
The talk marks the 2012 International
Year of Co-operatives.
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