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A Big Thank You
In the Spring edition of ‘Shelf
Life’ last year we informed you
of our reduction of income from
the Council and launched our
fund raising appeal. We have to
say that we have been quite
taken aback by the response
which has been magnificent. The
Library is obviously very
important to you.
By the end of February, after
which this article was written,
we had received just over
£50,000 in donations, an increase
of £12,500 over the
corresponding period last year.
Add to this the council grant,
interest from the generous
bequests left to the Library by a
number of late supporters,
principally the late George
Matthews, and other small
income sources we will not have

to dip into our reserves too
much. We always knew that we
would have to this year, but it
looks promising for us to meet
our target of £80,000 non council
grant income by March 2014.
Precisely the position we
wanted to be in. So thank you
very much one and all.
Even more encouraging is the
number of friends and
supporters who have taken out
standing orders for regular
contributions to the Library. We
are now assured of at least
£17,000 income next year from
these committed contributions.
Exciting as this is we have no
room for complacency. We are
faced with a further £2,000 cut in
this coming year and an even
larger cut of £4,000 the following

year. So
we
have
to
work
to
ensure
that this
brilliant
response to
our appeal is not a
one off and the
raised level of
donations becomes
the norm.
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Rest assured that the
Trustees will be
continuing to explore
new ways of raising
funds and increasing
the number of friends.

You Are Invited to Attend
To be given by the well known
socialist feminist writer and activist

The
Annual
Frow
Lecture

Sheila Rowbotham
Saturday 28th April 2012
at 2.0 pm

the Old Fire Station
University of Salford
Crescent

Salford

From
The

Collection

Our Marx and Engels Collection
The Frows, being who they
were, inevitably collected a
considerable amount of political
material, including an extensive
collection of publications by,
and about, Karl Marx and

Frederick Engels.
The collection is very broad and
we have their collected works in
both English and German as
well as an extensive collection of
individual volumes, many of
which we were keeping for their
interesting or significant
introductions. But because of
our ever-pressing need for more
space it was decided that a little
weeding was necessary so we
have scanned the most
significant introductions to the
individual volumes to make
them available in the library as
PDFs. We’re now able to pass
the individual volumes on to

our bookseller to sell for us and
raise money for further book
purchases. In all we have made
room for another 4 or 5 shelves
of books.
We haven't been totally
unsentimental and have kept
various translations of the key
works by both Marx and Engels.
So we still have five separate
editions of Marx's Capital,
including one from 1887 and
two editions of Engel's The
Condition of the Working Class.
We also have a number of
editions of the Manifesto of the
Communist Party that were
published by various different
organisations, such as the first
Socialist Labour Party.
We have added the content
listings for each of the English
language collected works
volumes to the library catalogue
which makes some of the entries
a bit unwieldy, but does mean
that readers can find what they
are looking for. We have also
added links to
the relevant
introduction
PDFs in each
catalogue record.
A particularly
interesting part
of the collected
works is the
correspondence
between Marx
and Engels
themselves as it
shows the
obvious
affection they
felt for each

other, despite their occasional
short-lived fallings out,
especially that over Marx's cold
reaction to the death of Mary
Burns, the woman with whom
Engels lived in Manchester.
The collection still contains a
wealth of material about both
Marx and Engels's lives and
works, including a life and
appreciation of Marx's work by
Raymond Postgate, who was
one of the founding members of
the Communist Party of Great
Britain (and perhaps more
importantly to some, the father
of Oliver Postgate, the inventor
of Noggin the Nog and Bagpuss)
and Tristam Hunt's recent
biography of Engels ‘The FrockCoated Communist’.
Anyone interested in consulting
our collection should search our
catalogue online at
www.wcml.org.uk/catalogue
and make an appointment to
come and see us.

A Clarion Cavalcade
As a contribution to the Manchester Histories Festival run
between 24 February and 4 March the Clarion cyclists
organised a colourful mass cycle between the People’s
History Museum and the Working Class Movement Library
on Sunday 26 February on a variety of vintage cycles. It was
some sight seeing the procession wind its way round the
Crescent before arriving at the Library for a ‘Clarion Tea’.
The Clarion newspaper, founded by Robert Blatchford and
first printed in
Manchester in 1891,
sought to promote
socialist principles. By
1908 its circulation
had reached 80,000.
The newspaper gave
birth to a wide range
of activities including
cycling, choirs,
handicraft guilds,
rambling clubs,
Cinderella clubs and
missionary vans. All
selling the story of
socialism. Up till the
1930s there was even a
Clarion Café in
Market Street,
Manchester and the
Library has some of
the furniture to prove it.
The present day
Clarion cyclists avoided the chairs though, they are just as
uncomfortable as some of those ancient saddles they had
been pedalling on.
To coincide with the event the Library has mounted an
exhibition chronicling the history of the Clarion Movement
using extensive material from our collection. The exhibition
runs till the end of March so you might just have time to pop
in and have a browse. It’s an excellent display and well
worth the visit.

Culture 24 is a Web site which coordinates an annual event, Museums at
Night: an ‘after hours celebration when
hundreds of museums, galleries,
libraries, archives and heritage sites
open their doors for special evening
events’. This year they invited places
like us to apply to have photographers,
artists, and other creative people come
and participate in their events. We did,
and were chosen for the online public
vote competition Connect10!
We had a month to drum up support to
get the chance to have award-winning
photographer Simon Roberts visit us for
a Museums at Night event on 19 May.
Simon was the official 2010 General
Election Artist, and has also undertaken
a project he called ‘Motherland’,
documenting the lives of people in postSoviet Russia as they are rather than as
they are typically received by the west.
We said ‘if we win, Simon will
photograph modern dissenters,
drawing inspiration from the stories of
past campaigns archived in our library’.
And then we set to work trying to
galvanise support. And what backing
we’ve had. The many activists who are
Friends of the Library showed
themselves to be brilliant at ‘getting the
vote out’ and - in an electronic age
update of the time-honoured routine of
trudging the streets knocking on doors
– we all employed emails, Twitter and
Facebook to encourage people to get
online and vote for us.
The poll closed on 5 March and wow,
we won! Now we have an exciting
event to look forward to (watch our
Web site for details), along of course
with a lot of hard work to make it
happen.
And as a big bonus, we have been
greatly encouraged by how loyal and
active our supporters are when we ask
them to rally round on our behalf. Many
thanks to everyone who voted for us.

Trade Union Support
Once again trade unions have
not let us down with £5,600
coming from the movement in
the last 3 months. We’ve had
donations from the national
unions of Community, GMB,
PCS and a welcome first
contribution from UNISON.
Other donations have come
from regions or branches of

FBU, GMB, NASUWT, NUJ,
RMT, UCATT, UNISON, Unite
and three trades councils. We
also had a welcome first from an
Equity branch, the North & East
London, long may our
relationship last.
The two new additions show
that we are still making progress
in raising the awareness of the

Library. Our experience always
tells us that once activists
become aware of our existence
the value of our collection is
recognised and the desire to
preserve it triggered.
As we have said before, we
don’t want our relationship with
the unions to be all one way so,
please, if there is anything we
can do for you, particularly by
making use of our resources,
please get in touch.

We don’t normally pick out individual supporters for a special thank
you, but we think Paul Kenny and the GMB probably deserve it. Paul
visited the Library about four years ago and gave a commitment that he
would recommend that GMB meet our energy bills. Since then twice a
year we send our bills to their Finance Officer and we are reimbursed
our initial outlay. This is a tremendous support to us and we appreciate
it greatly.
We can assure Paul that we don’t abuse this assistance and are always
mindful not to leave lights on when rooms are not in use and we switch
the central heating off in the warmer months.

Theatre Going
Good friend of ours,
actress Maxine
Peake, has put in a
very valuable stint as
part of our efforts to
increase the number
of Friends of the
Library. She has
written to
progressive members
of the acting
fraternity telling
them about us and
seeking to persuade
them to join our growing
number of Friends.
The result has been
rather positive. We
already have a number of
Friends from the theatre
world, but thanks to
Maxine’s efforts we now

Subscriptions
Now Due
Sorry about this but for those individual
Friends who don’t have a standing order with
us, a reminder that this year’s subs are now due.
Despite our need for increased funding we are
not changing the amount from £10 or £5
unwaged because we don’t want to lose
anyone who can’t afford more. Equally if you
could afford a little more it would really help.
Payment should be sent to the Treasurer at the
Library.

have quite a few more
celebs from the world of
stage and screen.
Thanks Maxine for your
time and commitment to
the Library.

Working Class Movement Library

One more little reminder that a standing order
form for a regular donation, or your annual
subscription, would make life a lot easier for
you and for us. Please think about it. Forms
can be downloaded from our website or we
could post you one if you gave us a ring.
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