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Staff Jobs Secured
Friends are well aware that we
at the Library have not been
immune to the vicious onslaught
against the working class and
public services in particular. We
have reported that our Council
grant will be incrementally
reduced from £32,872 to £22,872
by 2013. This combined with
loss rent from the vacated MP’s
office means a loss of income
from Council sources of almost
£20,000 compared with last year.
So, in two years’ time, our
income from this source will
have come down from £42,500, a
46% reduction.
Before these reductions we were
getting along quite nicely with
our total costs of about £90,000
being covered by our income
from the Council, donations and
some of the interest from our
reserves.
As previously reported the
higher expectations placed on
the Library following the
completion of the ‘Past Meets
the Present’ Heritage Lottery
Funded project meant that we,
ideally, needed to expand our
number of staff. Not very
convenient at a time when our
grant was being reduced. Last
April, we took a chance by
taking on Jane, our HLF Project
Librarian and Tara, our new
Library Assistant, although only
on 12 month contracts, knowing
we would have to dig into
reserves to cover the costs. We
knew that permanent contracts

were not sustainable at the then
levels of income but decided
that it was a worthwhile use of
some of our reserves whilst we
waited to
see how
our fund
raising
campaign
went.

exceeding our income, so we’ll
still have to dip into our reserves
to cover any shortfall, but the
Trustees, buoyed by the early

We are
pleased to
report
that the
first 7
months
following
the launch
of our
Library Manager Lynette, on the right, with Tara and Jane
appeal
have been
success of the appeal, are
tremendous. We are increasing
prepared to take the risk of
the number of Friends and
eventually reaching our target
donations are up by £7,000 on
rather than making anyone
the same period last year.
unemployed when jobs are so
Projected over the full year we
hard to come by.
are hoping for a £12,000 increase
in the first 12 months of our
The Trustees have a duty to act
appeal, giving us an anticipated
responsibly and look to the long
£54,000 from donations this
term security of the Library by
year. Our aim is to increase
not squandering our reserves,
donations to £80,000 a year by
the interest from which helps
2015, so we couldn’t have
balance the books. We are sure
wished for a better start and real
you will agree with us, however,
hope of achieving our target.
that there are times when
calculated risks have to be taken
In the light of this the Trustees,
and this is one of them. You give
at their half yearly meeting,
us some of your hard earned
decided to take the plunge and
money and we are going to
confirm Jane and Tara as
ensure we make it work
permanent employees. We
effectively for the growth and
recognise it is taking a bit of a
development of the Library you
risk with our outgoings still
all feel affection for.

From
The

Collection

Progressive Newspapers

The library holds a very diverse
selection of newspapers and
broadsheets dating from the mid
1800s. We have local and
national newspapers, trade
union and political party papers
and campaigning broadsheets.
As you would expect we hold an
extensive collection of the Daily
Worker and its successor the
Morning Star. We have a (sadly)
incomplete run going back to the
first issue in 1930. We also have
collections of The Socialist
Standard, the paper of the
Socialist Party of Great Britain
and the paper of the
Independent Labour Party,
which was called variously

Labour Leader,
New Leader and
Socialist Leader.
Our collection of
the Railway
Review, the paper
of the National
Union of Railway
Servants/National
Union of
Railwaymen,
covers from 1882 to
1969.
Unfortunately the
earlier years are
incomplete, but we
have an unbroken
run from 1933-1969.
The paper is
particularly
interesting because
it covers a wide
range of subjects,
not just those
related to the
railways and
trade unions,
and gives a
snapshot of labour
movement reaction to
major events of the day.
Another interesting title is
the Nelson Gazette, a local
Lancashire newspaper you
won’t find in the British Library.
It gives a unique insight into
how local communities reacted
to major events. Our collection
runs from 1928 to 1962. Sadly it
too is not complete and some
of the volumes are in such
poor condition that they are
unusable. Fortunately some
years ago the title was
transferred to microfilm and
those issues that cannot be

handled can still be accessed.
Other stars of the collection are
our bound volumes of Votes for
Women, published by the
Women's Social and Political
Union and The Clarion, along
with national newspapers
published during the general
strike of 1926. Additionally we
also have an extensive collection
of Peace News, first published in
1936 by the Peace Pledge Union.
Our collection dates from October
1937 and continues to 2006.
As we rely mainly on donations of
material for our collections many
of our runs of newspapers and
broadsheets are incomplete, but if
you search our catalogue at
www.wcml.org.uk/catalogue you
can get a sense of the breadth and
scope of our newspaper collection.

Culture & Communism 1935 - c1956
The Communist Party of Great
Britain [CPGB] had an
extraordinary impact on British
cultural life, yet the amount of
book-length published studies
into that impact can be counted
on one hand. As a new AHRC
funded postgraduate student at
the University of Salford,
working in collaboration with
the WCML, Matthew Kavanagh
is seeking a further
understanding of the CPGB's
excursions into, and debates
about, British culture.
Matthew's PhD will focus on the
CPGB and culture in the years
1935-c1956, a period in which
the Party moderated its sectarian
suspicion of culture as a 'dope
for the masses' and began to
engage with cultural activity as
a 'weapon in the struggle' for
socialism, against fascism, and,
latterly, against 'US
imperialism'. During much of
this time, communist cultural
activity enjoyed relative
autonomy from central CPGB
committees, and many
prominent writers and
intellectuals either joined the
party or participated in the
politicised cultural life that
communists helped to shape.
Furthermore, in political terms,
the period between the popular
front and the onset of the Cold
War is widely regarded as the
heyday of the CPGB, a time in
which the Party at least
appeared to gain the ear of the
wider British left, had two MPs,
and a significant presence on
some local councils.
Matthew will be examining the

CPGB's interaction with 'high'
culture such as literature, poetry
and theatre, through to popular
culture like folk songs, novels
and the cinema. As a
historian by
background, he will
also be keen to
consider how the
mid-1930s
communist emphasis
on analysing and
improving national
culture attempted to
legitimise a
communist future for
Britain by affirming
the radical cultural
and political
traditions of the
nation's past. One
method employed by
the CPGB was
arranging and
staging mass
historical pageants.
Aimed at providing
'historical elbow
room' for the English
working class, and
revealing communism
as the natural heir of
past English struggles
for liberty, these
pageants attracted
thousands of
marchers and followers. Local
examples include the July 1937
Pageant of English History in
Manchester, where between
1500 and 3000 people marched
from Ardwick to Gorton
carrying banners portraying
pivotal Lancashire struggles
such as Peterloo, Chartism and
the Rochdale Pioneers.

If any reader has
information/recollections of the
pageants, or any other CPGB
related cultural activities

between 1935 and c1956, or if
you know of any sources in the
WCML or elsewhere that could
help Matthew conduct his
research, please do not hesitate
to email him at
m.kavanagh@edu.salford.ac.uk.
Or you could leave a message for
him at the WCML. Many thanks
in anticipation, and watch this
space for a progress report.

Trade Union Support
Our having a stall at the
UNISON annual delegate
conference has started to pay
dividends with a number of
branches becoming trade union
friends of the Library. What is
especially nice is that some
have committed themselves to
regular standing orders. That
brings the number of trade
union standing orders up to a
very pleasing twenty three.
We are quite happy to put a
stall on at any conference in the
North West, beyond that it can
become quite expensive for us.

Please bear it in mind if
you are having stalls at a
conference or other event.
Support continues to come in
from other parts of the
movement, donations coming
from branches and regions of
CWU, GMB, NUJ, NUT, PCS,
and Unite. We have also
received support from BECTU,
PFA and TSSA. Another new
Friend is the Manchester TUC
Retired Pensioners Association,
good to have you on board. The
total this quarter income came
to £4,900. Once again, thank you.

Don’t Forget Us
Congratulations to all those public
sector workers who came out on 30
November for what was the
biggest one day strike since 1989.
You are carrying on the working
class struggle against capital so
well chronicled in this Library.
The 30th is now history but don’t
throw out the posters, leaflets and
photos etc. Send them to us for
posterity and safe keeping.

A Sad Loss
On the 20th of September,
suddenly, and unexpectedly,
Cliff Stockton one of the
Library's most prolific voluntary
workers died. All our hearts go
out to Sue, his wife for 40 years,
his sons Andrew and Glynn,
their wives Kerie and Katie and
his grandson Flynn. Sadly, he
missed meeting his second
grandson, Felix, by a few days.
We will miss him too: for his
kindness, for his interest in
everyone and everything in the
library and for his quiet sense of
humour. If you went into the
staffroom for a tea break and
found him there too you could
reliably expect an interesting,
amusing and informative twenty
minutes or so.
Cliff and Sue came to the library
for the first time about seven
years ago for our International
Women's Day celebrations.
When the meeting was over they
joined a group being shown
around the building by our

founder, Ruth
Frow. While they
were in the attic
Ruth hinted that
some of the
ceramics needed
moving to another
room. Cliff
promptly offered
his services and we
acquired two
volunteers who
would tackle
anything that
needed doing
however daunting
or repetitive. Over
the years the
Stockton team have patiently
sorted and classified some of our
most disordered materials
including banners, ceramics,
membership cards, rule books,
posters and badges and made
them accessible for the rest of us.
Cliff was also a highly respected
and well published local
historian and the sort of public
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speaker who could make the
telephone directory sound
interesting. He had delivered
more than 260 talks to rapt
audiences throughout the North
West on topics as diverse as
Yorkshire Coiners and Trade
Union Memorabilia. He will
never be forgotten at the Working
Class Movement Library.
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