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£5 a Month Appeal Launched
The working class, who have
absolutely nothing to do with
the cause of the economic
downturn, are having to pay the
cost through the loss of jobs,
welfare services, and their
educational and cultural
development. The crisis has
been caused entirely by the
greed of the capitalist class yet it
is us who are being forced, yet
again, to bail out the corrupt
system under which we live.
Whilst, yet again, the
perpetrators carry on unaffected
and without having to make any
sacrifice whatsoever.
This story is nothing new having
been played out in cycles ever
since capitalism began, and it is
this historical fact that makes it

vital that institutions like ours
are preserved and kept alive.
The Library chronicles the lives
of those people and
organisations who have fought
and campaigned against this
crazy exploitative market
economy based on greed and
agitated for a better, fairer and
more egalitarian society.
If we are to preserve their
memory and inspire by their
message and example
then the Library has to
remain open.
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We are not in imminent
danger of closing but if we
don’t make good the shortfall in
local authority income then it
will inevitably be the outcome at
some time in the future. That is
why the Trustees are pressing
for support now before it is too
late, and why we are mounting
our ‘£5 a Month Campaign’ now.
£5 a month seems a lot, and may
be for some of us, but just think
about the price of a pint, a
packet of fags, a bottle of
wine, or a meal out at
the local.
What we are asking
for then becomes
small beer (if you
can forgive the pun) but would
help us immensely.
So, please think about it. Could
you spare a fiver a month?

Please Give Us Serious
Consideration
Alongside this copy of ‘Shelf
Life’ you will find a fundraising
appeal leaflet which includes a
standing order form. We know
that we have banged on about it
before but it really is the only
way for you not to forget us and
for us to be sure of our income.
We have over 900 individual
and trade union friends on our
mailing list. If we could
magically get all of you to
respond to our appeal we would
be well on the way to raising the
£80,000 a year we need from
donations in order to meet our
outgoings.
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Our Co-operative Movement Collection
Rochdale is the home of the very
first co-operative society. The
Rochdale Equitable Pioneers'
Society was formed by 28
weavers and their shop started
trading on 21 December 1844.
The movement quickly grew
and by 1900 there were 1439
different co-operative societies
with around 2 million members.
But it is from this first society
that the eight main principles of
co-operative societies came:
Democratic control - one
member, one vote; Open
membership; Fixed or limited
interest on capital; Dividend on
purchases; Trading strictly cash;
Selling of pure and
unadulterated goods; Provision
of education of members in cooperative principles; Political

and religious
neutrality.
The Library
holds a large
collection of
co-operative
movement
material
including
books,
congress
reports and
journals,
much of
which was
collected by
our founders
Ruth and Eddie
Frow. The collection contains a
run of Co-operative Congress
reports from the first in 1869 up
to 1984, along with the Cooperative Wholesale Society
Annual and the People's
Yearbook from 1883 to 1950
and a collection of the
Manchester and Salford Cooperative Herald, published
by the Manchester and
Salford Equitable Cooperative Society running
from 1900 to 1956.
The collection also contains
a large number of other
objects, such as plates,
mugs, handkerchiefs and
framed items. Some images
of these can be viewed
online using our Library
catalogue.
We have also now
catalogued the pamphlet
and archive collections and
subdivided them into more
manageable subjects. So as

well as boxes on the general cooperative movement, we now
have boxes dedicated to the Cooperative Union, both the Cooperative Women's and Men's
Guilds, a variety of Cooperative Societies (inc CRS and
CWS) and the Co-operative
Party 31 boxes in all.
Gems of the collection include
some highly colourful, highly
decorated examination and
regular attendance certificates
for girls attending co-operative
run classes, as well as the rules
of early co-operative societies,
such as the Manchester Mat
Makers' Co-operative Society.
The Library also holds a
collection of co-operative
movement periodicals,
including Co-operative News
the main co-operative journal.
To search our Library catalogue
for co-operative movement
material go to
www.wcml.org.uk/catalogue.

Our New Ceramics Display Room
Thanks to one of the final bits of
HLF project funding we are now
able to handsomely show off a
part of our ceramics collection,
which has, for too long, been
hidden from view. A room has
been set aside for the purpose
and decked out with brightly lit
display cases that really show
them off to best advantage. Like
any museum or gallery,
however, space dictates how
much will be on display at any
one time and many will still be
stored out of view. Hopefully by
careful rotation all will
eventually be displayed.
Everything has been catalogued,
photographed and put on the
web site with a short description.
The work was carried out over a
twelve month period and
involved unpacking boxes of
items donated over many
years.

The large variety of pieces
which represent many
progressive movements were
separated into categories to
make cataloguing easier.
The final analysis shows that we
have 216 mugs, 143 objects, 151
plates and 16 pieces of
glassware. A total of 526 items to

choose from for the shelves.
The trade union items
commemorate their tradition
and development as well as
some memorable strikes.
Some items record TU
welfare provision such as
convalescent homes.
The NUM items
commemorate the
struggles by both miners
and their wives. A
collection of plates
commemorate the pits
before closure. CND and
the Peace movement are
represented, as are
various anti-war
campaigns. The bravery of those
who fought for freedom in other
lands is commemorated, in
particular the International
Brigade.
There is a large collection
celebrating the Co-operative
movement and some items
celebrate past achievements like
the building of the Manchester
ship canal.

We think
you’ll find a visit
well worth while.

Battle of Cable Street
With the Battle of Cable Street
75th anniversary being
celebrated it seemed appropriate
to highlight just one piece from
our collection, a now 15 year old
plate commemorating the 60th
anniversary of the defeat of
Mosley and his blackshirt
fascists in London’s East End.
Isn’t it lovely?

Trade Union Support
What a few months in terms of
trade union support for the
Library. The last quarter brought
the largest amount by far in
donations of any similar period.
We received just over £11,000
which was way above anything
in a comparable previous
period. What tremendous
support.
Pride of place has to go to GMB
who continue to meet our
energy bills, not an
inconsiderable amount these
days. Paul Kenny and the rest of

the team will be pleased to know
that we don’t take them for
granted and still try and turn the
lights off when they are not
really needed.
We have also received donations
from CWU and Musicians
Union nationally and a first
from NUT. We also received
support from regions or
branches from CWU, GMB,
NUJ, PCS, UNISON and Unite,
along with five Trades Councils.
The Library took advantage of

an invitation to have a presence
at the UNISON annual
conference. We decked a stall
with trade union and other left
campaigning posters which
were well received by delegates.
A number of delegates brought
the attention of the Library to
their branches when they got
back and we are already seeing a
number of them joining the
growing band of supporters.
Again, we find that when people
become aware of our existence
and the importance of our
collection they want to support us.
Our heartfelt thanks to you all
once again.

Progress Report
We’ve had an excellent start to
our fundraising campaign begun
in April. Friends will recall that
a combination of reduced
income from the local authority
and extra staff needed to meet
increased workload means that
the Library will need to raise
£80,000 each year from
donations if our total outgoings
are to be met. Your response has
given us real confidence that the
target can be met by the 2013
deadline we have set ourselves.
The first five months of our
financial year, ie. till the end of
August has realised £6,348 more
than the corresponding period
last year. An excellent start if
ever there was
one. The gift aid

we have been able to claim from
the Inland Revenue was almost
twice what we had budgeted
thanks to all the gift aid forms
you kindly completed. So, so
far so good.
We have also had an excellent
response to our request for
Friends to take out a
standing order form, with
246 individuals and trade
union branches now
choosing to show their
support this way.
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So thanks very much to
everyone who has helped so far.
On a more cautionary note, only
360 of our individual Friends
have continued their support so
far this year out of over 600. We
are sure that
most of you still
to get in touch
will want to
continue as a
friend and only
very busy lives

Working Class Movement Library

has put us at the
back of your minds.
So please write the cheque while
you’re thinking about it, or
preferably complete the standing
order form on the enclosed
leaflet.
So, an excellent start but still a
long way to go.
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