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Council Grant Reduced by 33%
We knew it was coming but that
didn’t make its arrival any less
of a shock. We have been
informed that the Library’s
contribution towards the ‘big
society’ will be a
33% cut

in our grant from Salford City
Council over the next 3 years.
This, on its own, we could just
about have coped with but
combined with the loss of the
MP’s rent when her offices were
vacated in September means
that our income from Salford
Council sources will be reduced
by £18,400 a year by 2014. At a
time when we are wanting to
expand our staffing for service
and health and safety reasons it
has been a real blow.
The blow is slightly softened
because the reduction will be
phased in over the 3 year
period so it does give us a bit
of time to ‘make alternative
arrangements’. For the next
twelve months we will
dip heavily into our
reserves, but this will
not be sustainable for
a longer period, so the

next twelve months will be key
in determining the long term
future staffing , and therefore
activity level at the library.
The Trustees will be putting
together a strategy for boosting
our income from alternative
sources, including increasing the
number of friends and trade
union supporters and looking to
other sympathetic organisations.
Although we recognise that
many others are in the same
boat as ourselves and potential
donors are themselves being hit
by the ConDem policies.
We hope that you, as existing
friends and supporters, can help
in some way. Please look through
this editions special insert to see
if you could possibly have a go at
at least one of the ideas we have
come up with.

Subscriptions Now Due
The Old Ones Are Still The Best

Correction
In the last edition of ‘Shelf Life’ we
inadvertently referred to extending the
contract of our HLF Project Librarian, Jane
Taylor, until 31 March 2011.
It should, of course, have read until March
2012. Sorry for the mistake.

For those individual friends who don’t
have a standing order with us, a reminder
that this year’s subs are now due.
Despite our need for increased funding we
are not changing the amount from £10 or
£5 unwaged because we don’t want to lose
anyone who can’t afford more.
Payment should be sent to the Treasurer at
the Library.
We know that those who can will always
try to give the Library a little bit extra.

From
The

Collection
Song Books
&
Song Sheets

One of
the more
unusual
collections
held in
the
library
are our
song
books
and song
sheets. As you would expect we
have numerous versions of The
Internationale, The Red Flag and
England, Arise!, but the
collection includes many more
songs some of which are more
surprising including some
music hall favourites, such as
I'm Henery the eighth, I am! and
Daisy Bell.
A large number of the song
books are for community
singing at events such as party

conferences, demonstrations and
protest and the collection
contains a number of antinuclear song books. Not
unexpectedly most of the songs
are socialist or communist in
origin, but a surprising amount
are humorous and parodies
abound.
We have folk songs from all over
the world, but especially from
the communist countries such as
China and USSR in addition to
the UK.
We also have the collection of
song books and song sheets of
James Klugmann, journalist and
communist.
Go to our catalogue at
www.wcml.org.uk/catalogue/a
dlib-catalogue to search for any
of our song books or song sheets

Thank You HLF
In the last ‘Shelf Life’ we
reported that our HLF funded
project ‘Past Meets the Present’
was coming to an end’. At the
time it was scheduled to finish
at the end of December. As
there were one or
two loose ends to

tie up HLF very kindly allowed
us to extend the project until
the end of March. So finally it
really is coming to an end.
Anyone visiting the Library,
whether in the flesh or virtually,
will be able to see what a
fantastic change for the better the
funding has made to the Library.
A very big thank you
indeed to Richard
Fowler, our Grants
Officer, and
everybody else at
HLF for their help
and support.

Reminiscences
The following very nice e mail
was sent to us recently with
memories of the Frows from long
ago.
I was a pupil at Higher Openshaw
Secondary School Manchester
between 1955-65 where Ruth Frow
was one of our teachers. Eddie came
with Ruth on a school holiday to
Newlands in the Lake District. I
remember him with his rucksack,
reading at every opportunity when
resting during the mountain
expeditions. I also remember him
lending me a pair of socks due to my
getting blisters. As a 14 year old lad
I did not know his background at
that time but I remember Ruth being
quite a fair teacher in school. I just
wish that I could have had a
conversation with them both in later
years and shared some common
aspirations.
best regards Dave Leonard

To the
Collection
There is plenty of
campaigning and
daily protesting
against the cuts
going on at the
moment. When
the march is
over or the
demo done
don’t throw
those leaflets and
posters in the bin.
Send them to us
for safe keeping.
Remember, today
is tomorrow’s
history. If we don’t
preserve it how will the working
class of the future learn about
their history?
That’s what we’re here for. Please
don’t forget us.

Mike Weaver
For many of the people using
the Library Mike Weaver, our
Library Assistant, is the person
who sorts out their queries and
finds them what they are
looking for. He and Alain
Kahan, our former Librarian,
who still comes in one day a
week, form a walking catalogue
of our collection which is still,
arguably, more extensive than
the computerised one.
Unfortunately Mike has left us
this month for more southerly
parts. His partner lives in
Cambridge so it was inevitable
that at some stage something
had to give and Mikes move to
be with her is the result.

House and Mike saw
it as an opportunity
to combine this
interest along with
his other one of
politics. He hasn’t
left since, taking on
many roles,
including volunteer,
trustee and
employee. His
contribution to the
Library, including
creating our first web
site, has been
tremendous and all
at the Library wish
him well in his new
surrounding.

In 1993 Eddie and Ruth Frow
were looking for a volunteer to
help with the garden at Jubilee

Fortunately he will still be at the
end of a pc and has offered to
carry on dealing with e mail

queries until such time as things
have been moved around to the
extent that he doesn’t know
where they are.

Celebrations
International
Women’s
Day
The Library
celebrated LGBT
History Month on 12
February using live
music, art and
performance with
singer /songwriter
Claire Mooney,
political cartoonist
Fanny Cattran and
readings from the
works of Oscar Wilde and Edward
Carpenter. The event explored the Victorian
era and the 1970s to contrast and discuss the
gay and lesbian struggle for identity.

We celebrated International
Women's Day on 5th March
with historian and author
Louise Raw, author of
‘Striking a Light’, who
spoke about the successful
1888 Bryant & May
Matchwomens' Strike. The
dispute paved the way for
the growth of trade
unionism in the last quarter
of the 19th century.
We also had Lynn Collins, a
regional officer with the
University and College Union who spoke about the
achievements of women trade unionists and the
difficult challenges ahead faced with job losses and
cuts in social and welfare provision.

Trade Union Support
Banner Fund Donation
When the Electrical
& Plumbing Trade
Union was formed
in 1988 following
the expulsion of the
EEPTU from the
TUC, the newly formed
Manchester branch recognised
the need for a banner. They
started fund-raising for it but in
the meantime had a temporary
one made. It was so good it has
lasted for 22 years and the
‘banner money’ was never used.

The branch has now decided to
donate the proceeds of £625 to
the Library ‘to continue the
work in providing the present
and future generations with the
knowledge of the impact that
the working class have had in
the struggle from exploitation
during their own and forebears’
working lives’
The EPIU is, of course, now part
of the union Unite.

Another excellent quarter of
donations from the movement
led by another generous half
yearly donation from GMB
towards meeting our energy
bills plus a further ten donations
from other GMB regions and
branches. We also received
support from regions and
branches of CWU, FBU,
NASUWT, NUJ, NUT, RMT,
UNISON, UNITE. The United
Road Transport Union also
provided support as did three
trades councils, giving a grand
total over the last three months
of £6,809. Once again, many
thanks to all of you.

The second annual Frow Lecture
Bruce Kent
Building a culture
Saturday 30th April, 2pm
Free admission
At The Old Fire Station, opposite the
University, The Crescent, Salford
The culture of war insidiously pervades our lives.
Many of our processions, memorials and
commemorations have a military focus as does much
of our education, history and popular culture. Bruce
Kent, the distinguished peace campaigner, will
challenge us to move to a culture of peace.
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