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Miners Remembered
On Saturday 21st November the
meeting room was packed for an
event which looked back 25
years to the Miners Strike
1984/85. Granville Williams
from the Campaign for Press
and Broadcasting Freedom, and
editor of a recent book on the
media and the strike, reflected
on some of the events of that
historic year, a year which had
changed Britain. Paul Kelly, a
former miner at Agecroft
colliery told the audience of his
own experiences during the
strike. He concluded that the
working class had to unite and
fight for its rights. The speakers

were followed by an
intense discussion,
often emotional,
frequently humorous,
as members of the
audience contributed
their own memories
and experiences. The
highpoint for many
was a spontaneous
song sung accapella by
Dorothy Fryman.
Our thanks to
Bernadette Hyland for
organising and chairing
the meeting and to Granville
and Paul for speaking.

Sign Up to Our
‘e news’ Service

Want to get news of forthcoming events? The Library now has
an electronic news bulletin, which goes out a couple of times a
month by email. You can sign up to it by going to
www.wcml.org.uk and clicking on the link ‘email
subscriptions’ at the top right of the page.

Outcasts
During the summer of 1909
Manchester United's players
became involved in the battle
for players' rights. The story
of how they refused to give

Shafted; the media and the
miners strike can be ordered via
the CPBF website, www.cpbf.org.uk.

up their union membership,
putting their careers in
jeopardy, is told in a pop-up
banner which has been
produced by the Library in
conjunction with local
community football club FC
United of Manchester.
The picture shows Ted
Roberts, grandson of Charlie
Roberts who was captain of
United in 1909 and key to the
United players’ decision to
stick to their guns.

Thanks to Everyone
What an incredible year it has
been at the library. Anybody
coming to Jubilee House will
notice how vibrant the place has
become with many more people
using it and the collection for a
wide variety of activities, many of
which we try to reflect in Shelf
Life. Just glancing at this edition
will give a good indication.
It’s all down to the hard work and
dedication of our staff and
growing army of volunteers.
Thanks to all of them, and to you
for your continuing support.

The Independent Labour Party
We have been lucky enough to
receive the Independent
Labour Party’s pamphlet
collection and have almost
finished adding it to the
library’s catalogue. In
addition to the general
pamphlets and leaflets we
now have an extensive amount
of material by, and about Keir
Hardie, one of the founders of
the Party.
It was also during the
cataloguing of the ILP
collection that the 10,000th
item was added to stock as
part of the Heritage Lottery
Fund project. Interestingly it

was a leaflet about the Post
Office that is as relevant today
as it was back in 1902,
covering as it does the
privatisation of the Post Office
and ending with the
observation: “No sane man
would say that the nation
should give up the post office.”
An extract can be seen over the
page.
To search for Independent
Labour Party pamphlets – or
any other library materials –
go to
www.wcml.org.uk/catalogue
and click on search the
catalogue.

Poppies For Peace

For the first year the library had on sale white poppies for
peace made available by the Peace Pledge Union. Readers will
be pleased to know that we completely sold out, and could
have sold many more. Next year we will be more prepared.

Conscientious Objection
One of our volunteers, Chris
Clayton, has been working on
our collection material relating
to conscientious objectors and
particularly records of the NoConscription Fellowship, Hyde
group. The NCF was formed to
support those who objected to
taking up arms in the First
World War. The records
includes reports and circulars
of the No-Conscription
Fellowship and reports of
individual conscientious
objectors from the
Conscientious Objectors
Information Bureau. The Hyde
group papers also include

correspondence, membership
lists, letters, lists and case
records of conscientious
objectors (mostly from the
Manchester and Hyde area).
Amongst them is the interesting
case of Ernest Faulkner who
became one of the first
conscientious objectors of the
First World War and was a
member of the No-Conscription
Fellowship. Ernest was
arrested and imprisoned as a
conscientious objector in 1916
and wasn’t released from
prison until April 1919.
These records have just been
added to our online catalogue.

Young People Film Project
‘equality’, and produced a report
on topics that interested them,
using interviews, animation, and
drama.
The Lostock College class in

On Friday 6th November, the
Library held a launch celebration
of 3 films made by three schools
from across Greater Manchester,
Ashton Sixth Form College in
Ashton-under-Lyne, Salford’s
Oasis Academy and Lostock
College in Stretford. Using
money from the National Lottery
Awards for All scheme and the
Lipman-Miliband Trust, 40
students worked with
professional film makers and
musicians Bryan Dixon and
Aidan Jolly along with Caroline
from the Library, to produce
films about and inspired by
Thomas Paine.The students
made three very different
responses to Paine’s writing and
ideas, after exploring them
through quotes and information
held at the library. Ashton were
a group of history A level
students, who decided to create
a film that shows Paine in
context with those around him at
the time being grilled by
characters such as King George
lll and the Pope using the
modern Dragon’s Den television
format. The other two schools
took the opportunity to voice
their questions and thoughts on
modern society, inspired by
Paine’s writing. Oasis Academy
in Salford chose the theme

Black History
Month

“I’ve felt inspired by the people
we’ve spoken about. It has
made me realise that I shouldn’t
stand for things that I don’t
believe are right, that are
happening in front of my eyes.”

Students of Oasis College
Stretford were motivated by his
writing on justifying conflict.

Laura, Salford Oasis Academy
student.

Their creative response was
writing music lyrics and
accompanying film on an issue
at the forefront of their minds.

“The project has encouraged me
to re-assess my own political
narrative, and has made me
realise that one individual really
can make a difference.” George,
Ashton College student.

Together these films encourage
contemplation for young people
on things we may take for
granted today; working
people’s rights, democracy and
citizenship. The films will be
available to schools with an
accompanying teachers’ pack,
and will be viewable on the
library website shortly.

The library was very pleased to
welcome the distinguished
writer and historian Professor
Tony Kushner to speak at our
Black History Month event.
Based on his book Remembering
refugees the talk looked at the
experiences of refugees coming
to Britain and popular and

government attitudes towards
the. Whilst there is a popular
belief that Britain has always
welcomed refugees from abroad ,
the reality is less comforting and
often disquieting. Our thanks to
Tony for coming up and to Bill
Williams for chairing the meeting.

Trade Union
Support
The library is a valuable repository
of trade union records and labour
movement history, a fact that is
being increasingly recognised and
appreciated by unions as they
become aware of our collection.
This is reflected in the amount of
growing support we are receiving
from all levels of the unions. As
we come towards the end of 2009
we are very pleased to report that
in the 11 months so far over
£15,000 has been donated, with
just over £5,500 coming in in the
last three months. Donations in the
last quarter have been received
from regions or branches of CWU,
FBU, GMB, NASUWT, NUJ,
UNISON and Unite. Despite very
limited resources three trades
councils have also continued to
show their support.

The Post Office
A Plain Talk
Something which our brothers and sisters in the CWU and their
supporters may find interesting.
Attacks on one of our ‘crown jewels’ are nothing new as this
extract from ‘The Independent Labour Party Platform’ of 8th
February 1902 shows.
Copies of the full article are available from the library.

Given our core funding
expenditure of around £100,000
these donations are most welcome.
Once again thank you to
everybody.

Living Books
On Saturday 21st November, the
library hosted a Living Books
event in partnership with Unison.
Over 20 new visitors came to listen
to 4 storytellers, who were dotted
in rooms on the first floor of the
library, sharing their stories about
life as active trade unionists. The
stories were told by a variety of
ages, and reflected the diverse
roles that trade unionists can take
on. From a learning representative
for fellow union members, to
activism for disability rights, and
international awareness, the tales
brought the themes of the library
to life.
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