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1st Frow Memorial Lecture
Over 100 people were in attendance
at the first ever Frow Memorial
Lecture held on, appropriately
enough, the 1st of May. Ruth and
Eddie greatly respected the Chartists
for their struggles and ideals and
they also had a love of poetry. So
what better way could there have
been than to inaugurate this annual
event with a lecture combining the
two by the author of a book on the
subjects who did much of his
research at the library. Dr. Mike
Sanders is a Senior Lecturer in
Victorian History at Manchester
University and author of The Poetry
of Chartism: Politics, Aesthetics,
History (Cambridge University
Press 2009). Mike was accompanied
in the delivery of the lecture by
local actress Maxine Peake and the
choir ‘Corista’. The event was held

in the conference room at The Old
Fire Station on The Crescent
Salford, kindly arranged for us,
free of charge by the University of
Salford.
Mike referred to his first visit to the
library some 15 years ago when he
was asked by Eddie what he was
interested in. ‘Chartist literature’
he responded, to which Eddie
replied ‘we’ve some material that
might interest you’ before
producing an original Chartist
declaration from 1839 and thereby
providing him with his first ever
encounter with original Chartist
material. He went on to say that ‘I
thought you might be interested in
this’ could well serve as the motto
of the Working Class Movement
Library. ( more on page 2 )

Dr. Michael Sanders

Trustees’ AGM
The Library Trustees’ AGM was
held in April with members

Francy Devine

receiving a very upbeat report
from Maggie Cohen, the
chairperson, on progress made
during the year. The meeting
sadly remembered the death of
the only remaining founding
trustee, John Smethurst, in
February and regrettably
received the resignation of
another long standing trustee,
Tony Coughlin. Tony, a retired
senior lecturer emeritus in social
policy at Trinity College Dublin,
was a close friend of Ruth and
Eddie Frow and always has been
heavily involved in all things
politic in Ireland including the
recent EU Treaty No campaigns.
He was responsible for bringing

the late Tom Jackson and
Desmond Greaves book and
archive collections to the library
which form a significant part of
our tremendous Irish collection.
We wish him well.
The Irish link will not be lost
because his place as a Trustee
will be taken by Francis Devine,
writer of labour history, folk
singer, and many other things
cultural and political. Francy
will continue to ensure our Irish
collection keeps on growing in
the same way Tony has done
over the years.

Till the Struggle is O’er
The afternoon started with
Corista singing ‘The Chartist
Song’ written by Thomas
Cooper a leading Chartist from
Leicester, first published in 1852.
The title of the lecture ‘Till the
Struggle is O’er’ was taken from
the song.
Mike opened his lecture with the
words ‘The gentlemen critics
complain that the union of poetry
with politics is always hurtful to the
politics, and fatal to the poetry. But
these great connoisseurs must be
wrong, if Homer, Dante,
Shakespeare, Milton, Cowper, and
Burns were poets. Why should the
sensitive bard take less interest than
other men in those things which
most nearly concern mankind? The
contrary ought to be, and is true.
What is poetry but impassioned
truth?’ ‘It is a popular
misconception that poets are only
interested in abstractions such as
beauty, love and hate, religion and
myths. But they have also made a
contribution to society in their time
by acting as protagonists in the
battles of ideas between reaction
and social progress’.
The first quotation comes from the
Corn-Law Rhymer, Ebenezer Elliott
which was reprinted in an article
entitled 'The Politics of Poets'
published in The Chartist Circular
in 1840. The second quotation
comes from Eddie and Ruth Frow's

‘introduction to their
anthology, Radical & Red Poets
& Poetry’ published in 1994.
Although these words are
separated by more than a
century and a half in time, they
share a common spirit and
philosophy. For Elliott no less
than for the Frows, poetry deals
with truth and thus there is an
essential continuity between
politics and poetry, which is
demonstrated by the long
native tradition of political
poets. Furthermore, poetry is
seen not as an elitist pursuit
but as a fundamentally
democratic activity that should
be open to all.
Mike then went on to
explain how the Chartist
Movement that campaigned
for political reform in Britain
between 1838 and 1852
sought to promote and
encourage poetry, not a 'top
down' affair in which a few
enlightened leaders sought to
bring 'culture' to the masses, but
rather a 'bottom up' enterprise in
which those same 'masses' both
demanded and produced
culture for themselves. He then
expanded on this by giving many
examples of working class people
giving expression to their
experiences and ideas through
poetry, bringing it alive through

Maxine Peake
readings by Maxine.
The occasion was concluded
with a second rendering from
Corista, this time ‘Song of the
Low’ by the leading Chartist
Ernest Jones.
All in all a most enjoyable and
enlightening afternoon well
spent. A high standard has been
well and truly set.

From
The

Collection

Our Poster Collection
We have hundreds of posters
from all over the world,
including political parties such
as the Communist Party and
Labour Party, trade unions, the
Spanish Civil War, peace and
nuclear disarmament, Ireland,
apartheid, unemployment and
the miners strike 1984-1985 to
name a few.

bright colours to draw
attention, some use
striking statements or
images and bold letters
and others use unusual
shapes like the
National Union of
Tailors and Garment
Workers' poster that is
shaped like a t-shirt.

Most had not previously been
catalogued and it was easy to
lose track of what we had so in
December 2009 we started to
have all the posters catalogued
and we are also in the process of
re-packaging them in acid-free
card folders. They will shortly
be put onto the online catalogue
starting with the Communist
Party and eventually there will
be an image of every poster.

One of the volunteers
who has been working
on re-packaging the
posters said “When
looking through the
poster collection, there
are a number which
make a great
impression on you and
stick in the mind. One
being from the miners'
strike of 1984-5. There
are around fifteen handwritten
posters from the Parkside and
Agecroft pickets.They really

The design of the posters are
very interesting, some use very

give a sense of how tough it was
for the miners and families
involved”.

And Our Badges

Our
badge
collection
has recently been added to the
Adlib online catalogue, thanks
to two volunteers, Cliff and Sue
Stockton. They have sorted,
listed and re-packaged the
badges into plastic pockets and

folders to protect them and
make them easy to view. We
have badges from trade unions,
the Communist Party and
Labour Party and many
campaigns including,
international solidarity, peace,
anti-nuclear, miners strike
1984-1985, unemployment,
health service, local
government and anti-racism.
Most of the badges are simple
tin badges, some of them have
been hand-drawn. Many of the
trade union badges are enamel
and can be very detailed and
striking. Cliff Stockton will be
showing some of the badges in

his trades union memorabilia
talk at the Library on 4 August
at 2 pm, the last of the current
Invisible Histories series of
talks.

Trade Union Support
A warm welcome to the National
Union of Mineworkers who have
joined the growing ranks of
trade union supporters of the
library. Their donation was
amongst the £3,700 received
from trade unions in the last
quarter.

letter was included and the
cheque was from the general
fund and so we can’t identify
who sent it. If you are out there
wondering why we haven’t
acknowledged your donation
you now know why, so here is a
more public thank you.

Those giving their support were
regions and branches of ASLEF,
CWU, FBU, GMB, NASUWT,
NUJ, NUT, UNISON, Unite, and
four Trades Councils. We had a
very kind £100 donation from a
Unite-Amicus branch in March,
but unfortunately no covering

The ASLEF Journal asked us to
writ an article about the Library
and it was kindly printed it last
months’ edition. If anyone else
thinks their trade union journal
would accept something similar
please let us know and we will
willingly oblige.

In the last edition of ‘Shelf Life
we reported a visit from
members of the Bristol RMT
branch. They sent us this photo
as proof of their visit.

A Hive of Activity
Our Own Badge
Badge collectors and general
memorabilia hoarders take note
we are about to press a Library
badge. It will be metal, in red,
gold and black and depict the
‘Knowledge is Power’ logo.
We are also commissioning 50
special ones in memory of the
late John Smethurst with a brief
inscription on the reverse.
Both will be available very shortly
from the Library price £3 and £10
respectively plus £1.50 p&p.

The Library is a hive of
activity these days. At
the time of writing a group
of school pupils from Moss Side
are downstairs with our Lotteryfunded Learning Co-ordinator
Caroline, looking at some of our
banners. Caroline has also
recently created a set of new
online learning resources, aimed
at 10-13 year olds, covering
Luddism, Chartism, the Peterloo
Massacre, attitudes towards
Irish immigration, the struggle
for votes for women, and trade
unions. Local actors Maxine
Peake and James Quinn have
helped bring the Library’s
written material to life by
recording speeches and poems
which can be downloaded from
our Web site.

Archives Council) about
opening up library spaces to
new audiences.

These learning resources have
been featured in the Big Issue in
the North, in a month which has
also seen us featured in a
publication from MLA
(Museums, Libraries and

In order to ensure this exciting
momentum continues, we are
busy investigating possible new
sources of grant funding to
follow on after our HLF project
ends in December.

Working Class Movement Library

One really interesting feature of
the last few months has been the
numbers of people approaching
us to ask us to take part in
future projects. We used to have
to go out and work pretty hard
to get such people to talk to us;
increasingly now folk have
heard about us, are enthusiastic
about our collections and want
to come along to see how they
can work with us to get groups
and individuals making use of
us. Our 2009 reader numbers
were 50% higher than in 2008,
and visitors to our ground floor
exhibitions and on Library tours
increased fourfold.
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