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HLF Project Ends
Sadly, our Heritage Lottery
Fund project ‘Past Meets the
Present - A History of Working
Lives’ is about to come to an
end. It doesn’t seem five
minutes, let alone three years,
since approval was given to go
ahead with the £400,000 project.
We’ve had the pleasure and
privilege of employing three
excellent additional members of
staff who have made a real
difference here at the Library.
Actually it’s three and a bit
because as we reported in the
last edition of ‘Shelf Life’
Caroline, our Community

Learning Co-ordinator, left us in
September to go into teaching
and was replaced until the end
of the project by Marie Widger.
Now regrettably we have had to
say goodbye to our Project
Archivist Kate Raine who has
been with us since May 2008.
Fortunately Kate has managed
to secure another job, but typical
of the times in which we live,
only in a temporary capacity
providing maternity leave cover.
What a world when somebody
with talent like Kate, as with so
many others, has to rely on
temporary contracts. We wish

her well for the future.
These three along with our
Project Librarian Jane Taylor,
(more about her elsewhere),
have done sterling work on the
many aspects of the project well
documented in previous
editions of ‘Shelf Life’. It’s our
job now to build on the very
firm foundation they have
helped to build.

Filling the Void
The Library Trustees were very
concerned that with the coming
to an end of the HLF project our
staffing level would go back

from 4½ to our basic core of 1½.
The extra members of staff have
allowed us to raise the profile of
the Library and with it an
increased
expectation
from our users
and visitors. If
at all possible
we do not want
to go back to
our core staffing
of Lynette, our
Library
Manager, and
Library
Assistant Mike.
It would not be
fair on Lynette
and Mike to
cope with the

additional workload that has been
generated as a result of the project,
even with the able support of Alain
Kahan, the former librarian, one day a
week and our many volunteers.
The Trustees have carefully
assessed the future needs of the
library and determined that
ideally we could do with
another full time librarian and
decided to offer Jane Taylor an
extended contract until 31
March 2011. Till then our
reserves will stand the
additional cost, but we can’t go
beyond that until our long term
funding situation becomes
clearer when Salford Council
sets its budget in the new year.

From
The

Collection

Clerks’ Union
The records of the Clerks' union
have just been catalogued.
These are the records of what
began as the National Union of
Clerks and changed its name
several times before being
known as APEX, just before it
joined the GMB in 1989. The
collection includes annual
reports, minutes, conference
papers, rule books and some
branch records.

includes annual reports,
minutes, rules, newsletters,
newspaper cuttings and
scrapbooks. The majority of
members of AWCS were female
and they actively fought for
better rights for women in their
profession, such as equal pay
for equal work. The union was
often seen as provocative and
controversial and this can been
seen in the records.

The records of the Association
of Women Clerks and
Secretaries or AWCS as they
were known have also been
catalogued. This collection

The Clerks' unions records can
now be searched on the online
catalogue:http://www.wcml.org.uk/cata
logue/adlib-catalogue/

National Unemployed Workers Movement
A collection of pamphlets by
and about the National

Unemployed Workers' Movement,
held in the Library has
particular resonance today.
The Movement was
formed in 1921 by
members of the
Communist Party of Great
Britain. It campaigned for
better support for the
unemployed and against
the Means Test.
Significantly one of its
aims and objects was “To
create the united front of
employed and
unemployed workers
against all attempts of the
employing class to use the
unemployed to lower
working class standards
and conditions …”
During the depression of
the 1930s it organised
hunger marches, the

biggest of which took place in
1932, when around 3000
marchers converged on London
from throughout the country.
Locally the Salford NUWM
organised a march in 1931 which
resulted in mounted police
baton charges on the crowd and
the imprisonment of the march's
leaders, including Eddie Frow,
one of the founders of the
WCML. Ewan MacColl was one
of the marchers as was a local
Labour Party activist, Walter
Greenwood. The battle outside
the town hall became the
climactic event in his famous
book Love on the Dole.
As unemployment declined
towards the end of the 1930s the
movement's work was scaled
down and it was formally
disbanded in 1946.

Poetry Please
Friday 8th October will be a
memorable day for the children
and staff of St Peter and St
John’s RC Primary School
Salford and St James’s Primary
School Pendleton as it was when
they joined together for a unique
poetry performance and
workshop given by former
Children’s Laureate Michael
Rosen. The event was a
collaboration between the
Library and the well-known
poet, drawing out works both
from our collection and of
Michael’s own to highlight the
theme of ‘citizenship’ and in
particular the question, ‘to
whom does the land belong’?
Michael inspired the children to
write about their experiences of
open spaces which they have
enjoyed and valued. Much fun

was had when the group then
created a poem entitled ‘In The
Park’ - perhaps our own local
Peel Park was the inspiration!
The session ended with
Michael’s vivid description of
Kinder Scout and the 1931 mass
trespass as he read from the
book in the Library collection
‘The Manchester Rambler’, the
now famous song by Ewan
MacColl. He invited the children
to email him with their research
about the topic and to create
new poetry around their
important local history. As a
result it is hoped that schools
will be encouraged to use
material from the WCML to
enhance their studies of literacy,
local history and citizenship.
Clips of this exciting event, which
was funded by the Heritage
Lottery Fund, will be available to
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view on our Web site along with
some of the children’s poetry.

Goodbye From Kate
Library long after I have gone. We have
already received a lot more enquiries from
people who have used the catalogue and I
hope the catalogue will open up our records to
even more people. I knew very little about the
history of the Labour Movement before I
began at the Library. I have learnt so much
while I have been cataloguing about inspiring
people and events and especially about trade
unions. Whilst I am looking forwards to new
challenges, I am sad to be leaving. Everyone at
the library has been so friendly and
welcoming. It has been great to work here and
I hope you will all continue to do great work
after I've gone. I hope to pop into the Library
now and again, so see you soon.

Raising Awareness
I have enjoyed my time at the library
enormously. I have learnt an awful lot and it has
given me many unique opportunities. Not many
archivists get a chance to catalogue an entire
collection from scratch and set up all the systems
for cataloguing and preserving the collection. I
hope what I have set up will continue to help the

An unexpected outcome from one young
group we’ve recently worked with was
that 13 of them travelled by bus down to
Birmingham to picket the Tory Party
conference about the spending cuts! The
collaboration with the Library was the
starting point for energising them into
campaigning action, they told us.

Trade Union Support
And a Letter of Support
We are getting a growing
number of visitors to the Library
and all have very kind words to
say about us. A number of our
friends took advantage of
Manchester’s hosting of the
Labour Party Conference and
Trade Union Congress to pay us
a visit.
One of those was Howard
Laurence and his wife Isabel.
After returning home he sent a
lovely letter and gave
permission for us to us to use its
contents in ‘Shelf Life’.
We won’t throw up the
opportunity, thanks to both of
you.
‘My wife and I took the
opportunity of popping into the
library whilst we were at the
Labour Party Conference in
Manchester. We met Lynette
Cawthra who very kindly not
only put the kettle on for us but
showed us round the ground
floor of your fantastic library.
Lynette spent some time with us
and we were very impressed
with what the library had to
offer. The display cabinets were
extremely interesting and the
reference material in the library
was mind boggling. Lynette
kindly dug out various material
on women's rights which my
wife has a great interest in. The
Michael Foot exhibition was also
well worth visiting.

ground floor alone.

It’s been a bumper quarter with
donations of over £6,000 coming from
the trade union movement. We are
reluctant to pick out particular
contributions because everybody is so
generous, but this time we would like
to pay special thanks to Matt Wrack
and the FBU for their fantastic support.
During the last three months support
has also been received from various
parts of CWU, GMB, NUJ, NUT, PCS,
UCATT, UNISON, Unite and Unity.
Once again, thanks to you all.

Lynette had mentioned
to us about the doubts
you had regarding the
amount of the grant
received from Salford
Council and
subsequently read about
this and your local MP moving
out in Shelf Life. Given how
impressed we both were with
the library and the uncertainty
of funding at the next meeting of
my RBS City Branch of UNITE
the Union, I asked our
committee to double the
donation that we have given to
the library over the last 2 years
so please find our enclosed
cheque for £100. Moreover, my

wife and I obtained agreement
from our Brent North CLP to
send you a further donation of
£50.
Next time we are in Manchester
we will allow sufficient time to
look round the library properly
and to tour the other floors.
Your library really deserves to
be publicised and to prosper.’

More of the Same
Our Season’s Greetings card this year features a ‘JAX’ cartoon from
‘The New Leader’. Here is another we thought you might like from
November 1934.

Due to the tight constraints on
time we were not able to do the
library justice. We totally
underestimated how long it
would take us to look round the
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