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From Manchester to Spain
The library is about to launch a new publication
telling the story of Manchester’s solidarity
with the people of Spain during their civil war.
Using material
held in our
collection
Bernard Barry, a
friend and
volunteer at the
library has
fulfilled a
long time
commitment to
write the story of
the men from Manchester
who joined the International

Launch
Invitation

Brigade and went to Spain
in solidarity with the
Republican cause in its fight
against the fascist Franco
forces. The story isn’t just
about the men who fought
but also the women and
men who went out to give
medical support to the
wounded. Many who didn’t
go to Spain also gave their
support by fund raising and
sending food and medical
aid, and also giving
welcoming homes to
orphaned child refugees.

Bernard, who is in his 90th
year, was too young to join
up himself, but was active in
raising support in the
Cheetham area of Manchester.
He knew many of the people
who went to Spain, and
indeed lost close friends and
comrades who never made it
back.

Copies Available
Copies of the booklet can be
obtained from the library
after the launch date, price
£5.00 plus £2 post and
package (UK).

All friends and supporters are
welcome to come along to a launch of
the booklet in the library on Saturday
11th July at 2 pm.

Trustees’ Annual Meeting
The trustees annual meeting
was held on the 24th April with
14 trustees in attendance. Very
upbeat reports were presented by
Maggie Cohen, the Chairperson,
and Lynette Cawthra, the Library
Manager, on what has been an
exciting and positive year for
the library.

have already raised over £600 for
the library by selling some of our
duplicate badges. Apart from
doing this bit of entrepreneurial
activity Dave will also be helping
us build even closer links with
the trade union movement.

The existing officers, Maggie
Cohen, Royston Futter and
Dave Cliff, a full time official
Dennis Maginn were re-elected
with the civil service trade union as Chairperson, Secretary and
PCS was agreed as a new
Treasurer respectively.
trustee. Amongst his many
Budget for 2009-2010
attributes Dave is a badge
collector who delves in the ebay
The Trustees approved a budget
market place. His endeavours

for the coming year that will see
expenditure on core activities of
over £100,000. Our principal
sources of income will be divided
between £40,000 donations,
£38,000 from Salford City Council
and drawing off £17,000 interest
from our reserves.

The Frows Remembered
After examining several suggested
ways of remembering Ruth and
Eddie the Trustees agreed to
inaugurate an annual lecture
bearing their name.

From
the

Collection

Labour Party Pamphlet
Collection

Furniture Trade Union Archives
Kate Hart, our project
archivist, is currently
cataloguing the archives of the
furniture trade unions that
became part of the GMB. The
collection includes furniture
makers such as chair and
cabinet makers as well as
upholsterers, French polishers,
musical instrument makers
and carvers and gilders.
There are annual reports and
minutes of the Executive

Committees and also some
minute books and registers
from local branches. One of the
more interesting items is the
admission and withdrawal of
members book of the
Amalgamated Gilders' Society,
London branch. This includes
an entry for one man who was
thrown out of the union as he
turned up drunk to audit the
books and when he was told to
leave tried to fight the Secretary.

The past couple of months have
seen us getting to grips with our
extensive Labour Party pamphlet
collection. We now have the
majority of the collection fully
catalogued and available to be
searched on the online catalogue.
The collection includes a wealth of
material about the Party dating
from its inception and continuing
right into the twenty-first century.
One gem is the report of the first
ever Annual Conference of the
Labour Representation
Committee, the precursor to the
modern day party.
To search for Labour Party
pamphlets go to www.wcml.org.uk
and click on Catalogue.

A Little Subs Reminder
Sorry about this, but the above items are just some of the many
thousands we have in our collection that have to be collated,
catalogued, preserved and made available for anyone who wants
to see them. As you know we rely heavily on all you friends and
supporters for financial help. If you are an individual friend of the
library and you haven’t paid your subs this year, please treat this
as a little reminder. It’s only £10 waged and £5 unwaged and will
hardly break the bank, but it means so much to us.

Child Labour
After months of research and
preparation, the Library's
learning pack for Primary
schools has been launched.
'Victorian Children at Work' is a
collection of over 50 extracts
from original documents during

the Victorian period, when it
was common practice for young
children to be working in
factories and mines. The extracts
demonstrate the different
opinions of the time, and
encourage children in schools to
empathise with the
choices and reasons why
the practice happened
and changed.
Caroline Hunt, our
Community Learning
Co-ordinator, has been
working with Salford
teacher Diane Hanley on
the resource. Diane was
really keen to try to get
the children to
understand that the
history actually
happened, within their
family's histories. Most
schools cover Victorian
history but look at fluffy
topics such as 'Victorian
Christmas' and games,
but we wanted to focus
on something a bit
grittier and more
realistic, not forgetting
that child labour is still a
reality across the world”.
The library has a huge
collection of books and

documents on working
conditions during that period.
We've tried to keep the
authenticity of the documents by
scanning them and using the
original colours to get a sense of
their age. And we've introduced
glossaries so that the teachers
and children can explore old
words too”.
The literacy and language angle
of the resource has been really
important, as schools push to
develop their pupils' literacy
skills. The resource isn't just
about learning history, but about
developing their skills in reading,
writing, speaking and listening.
Diane commented, “What
amazed the children was that
they were reading something
that was written over 150 years
ago! They loved learning the
new words, and when we talk
about them, they can't stop
using them -it's great!”
The resource is freely available
to download from the learning
pages of the Library's Website,
and contains interviews, reports
and pictures. Although it is
aimed at teachers, it will be of
interest to non-teachers too.

Child Education
At the end of January, the
Library played host to 22
children from Cathedral School
of St Peter and St John, Salford.
As you will have read above,
Diane Hanley, who is the
teacher of the class, has been
working with Caroline Hunt at
the library to design the
Primary school learning
material. Caroline had visited
the school to trial activities with

material from the collection and in
return the children, aged between 9
and 11, walked to the library from
their school. They spent time
exploring protest and campaign
material with library staff and
volunteers, looking at old and recent
material for symbolism. The class
considered campaigns relevant to
their school, and designed and made
a badge to take away with them.

Trade Union Support
The North West region of
PCS had a good idea when
they brought members of
staff to the library on
‘Learning at Work Day’ 14th
May. They had a series of
activities including Dave
Cliff, our new trustee and
an ex-miner, talking about
his experiences during the
miners strike. A dozen or so
also enjoyed a tour of the
library. Most had very little,
if any, knowledge about us
before the visit, but all left
suitably impressed. The
library is always available to

trade unions wishing to do
similar things and have a look
round the collection.
The last quarter has seen a
further £1,700 come in from the
movement. Again in
alphabetical order we have
received donations from the
various levels of Community,
CWU, GMB, NASUWT, NUT,
NUJ, PCS, PFA, TSSA, UNISON,
Unite and USDAW. We have
also received support from Ipswich
and Torbay trades councils.

Face Lift
Everything else in the library
seems to be getting a facelift, so
why not Shelf Life? The front page
banner has been used since we
commenced publication and so we
decided it was time for a change.
The ‘Knowledge is Power’ logo,
taken from the Poor Man’s
Guardian, had to remain, of course.
You will also notice changes in the
layout of the news sheet which we
hope you will find more pleasing
on the eye and easier to read.
The important bit will remain
constant though, that’s keeping
you abreast with what’s
happening in the library.

Once again, thanks to all of you.

Working Progress
Drama students from Salford
University have been busy over
the last few months writing
and rehearsing a play about the
lifelong commitment to
collecting books by our
founders Ruth and Eddie Frow.
The project came about
following discussions between

Andrew Cooper, our trustee
representing the University, and
its’ drama department. The
culmination of all their efforts
was two performances held in
early May, and luckily for us they
chose the library display area as
their stage.
The play traced the story of the
pair from the time they met,
the merging of their two
collections and their moves
into Kings Road and later to
Jubilee House, with many
anecdotes about their lives
interspersed. The play ended
after Eddies death with Ruth
left alone and missing Eddie
so much, but still
enthusiastically committed to
the movement and the library.
It was incredible how well
they were portrayed,
considering that none of the

students involved had ever met
Ruth or Eddie. Their warmth, and
love and dedication to each other
and the working class really shone
through.
The students were inspired by the
images, banners and texts during
the process of doing the project
which opened up the concept of
class struggle and key historical
political moments for them. Two
were so motivated they attended
the recent G20 protest in London.
Amongst many other things the
students had picked up on was
one of Ruth’s oft-quoted edits,
that it would be ‘the collective’
that would ensure the future of
the library. The trustees, staff,
volunteers and over 800 friends
and supporters are making sure
that happens and through the
library their memory will always
be preserved.
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