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One of the
Greatest
Educational
Institutions in
Britain
So said Tony Benn when he came to the library in
January to formally open our revamped new look
library, and who’s going to disagree with him.
Tony went on to say that the ruling class have
always ignored working class education. The
whole of their history is about kings and queens.
He referred to when he was a child and at the
coronation he was given a pencil with the dates of
all the kings and queens of England on it, ‘but I
was such a keen student I sharpened it and I lost a
lot of kings and queens and funnily enough it
didn't make any difference at all’. He pointed out
That the people who win battles obliterate the

history of those they've defeated. He said the
frontiers of Africa had been drawn in Paris, and
that's why they are all straight, and have no
regard for local history or culture, and so the
descendants of slaves particularly feel that they've
been denied their own history and what this
library is about is telling people of our history so
that we can use it ourselves. He said that what's
important about this library is that the people that
volunteer here and the people who organise it and
run it are making that information available.
‘Well why does it matter?’ he asked. ‘It's not just
history’ he concluded. ‘Every generation has
to fight the same battles again and again.
There's no final victory and there's no final
defeat and the purpose of history is to learn
from others, what their struggles were like,
to help us to fight the battle today and what
we do, whether we win or lose in the
meantime, it doesn't matter, it is the effort
that we put in and the thought that goes in
that will inspire people in the future, because
the most important thing in the world is
encouragement.’
And after a speech like that everyone there
was encouraged to carry on the good work of
recording our working class history and
making it available so this and future
generations can make further progress,
having learnt the lessons from the past.
Tony with Lynette Cawthra, Library Manager and Maggie Cohen
and Royston Futter, Chairperson and Secretary of the Trustees.
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The New Look
WCML
Exciting times in the library, thanks to
Heritage Lottery funding. Much of the
ground floor has had a thorough spring
clean and has been totally revamped.
Instead of coming into a rather dark
reception area that hadn’t been
decorated for years you now enter a
warm, light and airy display area with
the added tang of fresh paint. The whole
area has been redecorated and had new
lighting, including strategic spotlighting
installed. The only thing that hasn’t
changed is the warm reception you receive from staff and volunteers. The library is now much better
equipped to open up the collection to a broader audience and make its contents more accessible. The
conversion of the ground floor reception hall into a display area means that hitherto hidden away
important pieces of our history can be seen by
the public at any time.
New volunteer staff are being recruited so that
members of the public will be able to walk in off
the street and browse both our permanent
exhibition in the foyer and occasional
exhibitions in the NALGO room. The first one of
these celebrates the centenary of the birth of
state pensions.
The permanent exhibition has three display
cabinets, each with its own theme.
The first, entitled ‘Voice of the People’, highlights those speaking up for change from the Chartists to the
Suffragettes. The display includes a handbook for militant chartists who wanted to invoke violent
revolution, and items from the Benny Rothman archive relating to the Kinder mass trespass.
The theme of the second case is ‘Standing Together’ and depicts trade union struggles for better
conditions and how the ruling class always finds ways to resist.
The third case is about ‘To Fight or Not to Fight’ and includes stories of 1st World War conscientious
objectors, local volunteers who fought against fascism in the Spanish Civil War, and the struggle for a
united Ireland.
Why don’t you come along and see for yourself? perhaps even organise a trade union branch visit. You
will be most welcome and can be assured of something that will stick in your memory.

“Philosophers have
only interpreted the
world, the point is
to change it.”

This quote of Karl Marx, taken from his
‘Theses on Feuerbach’ 1845, adorns the wall
at the base of the staircase and greets people
as they enter the library. As you would
expect we have not an insignificant
collection of the works of Marx and his
comrade Frederick Engels who had very
close connections with Salford.
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FROM PAUPER TO
PENSIONER
Celebrating the Centenary
of the Introduction of State
Pensions
It is our intention to further open up the
contents of the library by holding occasional
exhibitions on subjects of historical
importance to the working class, put together
from the great wealth of material held in the
collection. There were so many subjects from
which we could have mounted our first
display but in the end, because it’s exactly
one hundred years since the Old Age
Pensions Act 1908 came into force, we
plumped for an exhibition celebrating this
important milestone in social reform. The
exhibition shows why the state pension was
overdue.

The conditions of old people in the workhouses are illustrated.
Self-help through Friendly Societies, Trade Unions, or family
support simply could not match the scale of the need. The
exhibition demonstrates the role of Charles Booth in developing a
practical scheme for non-contributory pensions, and the ten year
fight of the National Pensions Committee to get a scheme passed
into law. It illustrates the role of the Committee's leaders,
including Herbert Stead and Frederick Rogers, and pinpoints the
importance of the support of such figures as George Barnes,
Margaret Bondfield, Thomas Burt, and Will Crooks. It tries to
show how Library resources, including archives, can be used to

How Things Have Changed (or not)

explore the involvement of trade unions
and the Co-operative movement. The
pensions legislation was one of the Acts
of the 1906 Liberal Government which
helped to lay the foundations of the
modern welfare state. A selection of
more recent material from pensioner
organisations shows how the struggle
for decent pensions continues.
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It’s amazing how much support we continue to receive from the trade
union movement. Those unions and their regions and branches that are
aware of our existence realise that without their help this fabulous
resource would be in serious jeopardy. We are well aware that with the
present recession priorities may need to be re-assessed, hopefully there
will always be a little available for the WCML. In the last quarter we
received a further 51 donations totalling just short of £4,000. Included in
this amount is a continuing commitment from CWU to contribute
towards our postage costs. Good luck to them in their campaign against
further attempts to privatise the postal services. I’m sure all readers will
be out there supporting them. We’ve also received help from ten Unite
regions or branches, three NUJ branches, four UNISON regions or
branches, NUT North West Region, eleven GMB regions or branches, PCS North West Region, five
Greater Manchester branches of NASUWT, Unity, and five trades council organisations. Once again,
thank you very much indeed to all of you.

Trade Union
Support

Open Weekend
Success
The weekend following our re-launch the
library had an open weekend to which all
friends were invited. We also had
tremendous local press coverage with
many large articles highly supportive of
the library. The result was that over 90
people paid us a visit over the two days
and ran us off our feet. Not to worry, all
trustees and volunteers who staffed the
weekend thoroughly enjoyed it and
agreed that it would be well worth while
doing it again in the not too distant
future. What would be brilliant would be
if we can start to get this number of
visitors as a routine without the need for
special ‘open days’.

We’re really going to town with the changes.
The front door that increasingly more people
see these days is not at Jubilee House but
fronting our website. In the age we live in more
people are going to visit us virtually than in
person so we have also revamped this face of
the library. The site will continue to be
developed bringing more and more of the
collection onto your pc screen in, hopefully, an
easy to access form. This is the home page that
will greet you when you pay us a visit from the
comfort of your home, which we hope you will.
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